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know it, he is simply mistaken. This is the reason we have been 
asked to pray to Allah in every prayer to guide us to the straight 
path, the path of those on whom he has bestowed His grace — the 
prophets, the righteous (in word and deed), the martyrs, and the 
pious - and what a good company they form! They are not the ones 
who incur the wrath of Allah, nor are they those who have gone 
astray. 

Some people argue from the story of Moses and Khidr that one 
can receive knowledge directly from Allah and dispense with the 
prophetic revelation. These people are absolutely mistaken; they are 
heretics who want to undermine Islam. Moses was not sent to 
Khidr, nor was Khidr required to obey him. That is why he asked 



715 The hadlth is sahlh, but it is not to be found in Al-Bukhari or Muslim. It is 
mentioned in At-TirmidhI, 500; Abu Dawud, 1052; An-Nasa'I, 3:88; Ibn Majah, 
1125; Ahmad, 3:424; Ibn Khuzaymah, 1857; Ibn Hibban, 554; Al-Haklm, 1:280. 
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Moses whether he was the Moses of Banu Isra'il and Moses told 
him yes. Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him), on the other hand, 
was sent to all humanity. Had Moses and Jesus been alive they 
would have followed him. When Jesus comes down again he will 
judge according to the shanah of Muhammad. Hence, if anyone 
thinks that he is with respect to Muhammad (peace be on him) as 
Khidr was with respect to Moses, or believes that anyone else can 
be in that position, he should renew his faith and make the 
confession of faith afresh, for he is no longer a Muslim, let alone a 
wall of Allah. In fact, he is a wall of Satan. This is the line that 
separates the enemies of Islam from its rightful followers. 

Those who say that the Ka'bah circumambulates some of their 
leaders, wherever they may be, are no better. I would ask them a 
simple question: How is it that the Ka'bah did not go to 
Hudayblyyah and circumambulate the Prophet (peace be on him) 
when he was prevented from entering Makkah and looking upon it? 
These people are like those about whom Allah has said, "For oath, 
each one of them wants to be given scrolls (of revelation) spread 
out! By no means! But they fear not the Hereafter. Nay, this surely 
is an admonition. Let any who will, keep it in remembrance" [74:5]. 

(112) We believe that keeping together (jamd'ah) is the 
true and correct path, and that disunity leads to 
deviation and torment. 

Allah has spoken on this subject many times, for example, "And 
hold fast all together, by the Rope which Allah (stretches out for 
you) and be not divided among yourselves" [3:103]; "Be not like 
those who are divided among themselves and fall into disputations 
after receiving clear signs, for them is a dreadful penalty" [3:105]; 
"As for those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you 
have no part in them in the least. Their affair is with Allah. He will 
in the end tell them the truth of all that they did" [6:159]; and, 
"Verily they will not cease to dispute, except those on whom your 
Lord has bestowed His mercy" [11:118-119]. The last verse clearly 
states that those who receive Allah's mercy avoid disputation and 
dissension. Allah has also said, "(Their doom is) because Allah sent 
down the Book in truth but those who seek causes of dispute in the 
Book are in a schism far (from the purpose)" [2: 176]. 

I have already mentioned the hadlth in which the Prophet (peace 
be on him) said, "The people of the two books were divided into 
seventy-two sects, and this ummah will be divided into seventy- 
three sects (millah) all of which will go to Hell except one, and that 
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is ik&jamaahr A variant of the hadith states that the people asked, 
"What is the jama 'ah, Messenger of Allah?" He said, "It is the path 
my Companions and I are treading." 716 This hadith clearly states that 
there will be dissension in the ummah and that all the dissenters will 
be doomed except the people who follow the Sunnah and preserve 
unity (the Ahl as-Sunnah wa al- Jama' ah). 

Ahmad has recorded another hadith reported by Mu'adh Ibn 
Jabal that the Prophet (peace be on him) said, "Satan is to man as the 
wolf is to the sheep. Remember that the wolf pounces on the sheep 
which leaves the flock. Refrain from schism, maintain unity, and 
adhere to the community and the mosque." 717 The Sahihs of Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim have recorded that when Allah revealed the 
words, "Say: He has power to send calamity on you from above," 
the Prophet (peace be on him) said, "I take shelter from it in Your 
countenance." When Allah added, "or from below," he again said, 
"I seek refuge in Your countenance." Then Allah said, "or to cover 
you with confusion in party strife, giving you a taste of mutual 
vengeance, each from the other" [6:65], and the Prophet (peace be 
on him) said, "These two are less painful." 718 

This hadith shows that Allah will set one group of the ummah 
against another and let them attack each other. It also shows that the 
Prophet (peace be on him) condemned this state of affairs, which is 
a kind of lapse into the ignorance of the pre-Islamic era. Az-Zuhri 
said, "Troubles started when the Companions of the Prophet were 
still of a goodly number. They agreed that if a person was killed, 
any property was destroyed, or anyone was woundedjm the basis 
of an interpretation of the Qur'an, it would not be avenged. They 
treated it as if it had been committed during the period of 
ignorance." 719 

Malik has recorded a report with its chain of transmitters that 
'A'ishah said, "People have ceased to act upon the verse, 'If two 
parties among the Believers fall into a quarrel, make peace between 
them. But if one of them transgresses beyond bounds against the 
other, then fight you (all) against the one that transgresses until it 



716 Discussed earlier; it is authentic. 

7,7 Ahmad, 5:232-233, 343; At-TabaranI, Al-Kablr, vol. 20, pp. 344, 345; Abu 

Nu'aym, Al-Hilya, 2:247. Al-AlbanI says that its chain is weak. 

7,8 A1-Bukharl, 4628, 7313, 7406; At-TirmidhI, At-Tafsir, 3065; Ahmad, 3:309; Al- 

Baghawi, Shark as-Sunnah, 4016; Al-Humaydi, 1259. However, the Commentator is 

not correct that Muslim has also recorded the hadith. 

719 See 'Abdur-Razzaq, AUMusannaf, 18584; Al-BayhaqI, As-Sunan al-Kubra, 8:175. 
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complies with the command of Allah [49:9] ," 720 When one group of 
Muslims fights against another group, others must try to make peace 
between them, as Allah has said. If this is not done there will be 
disorder and chaos, and wars will go on endlessly, as it was before 
Islam. 

When disputed matters, whether concerning the fundamentals of 
the religion or its details, are not referred to Allah and His 
Messenger (peace be on him), the correct view does not become 
evident and the disputants persist in confusion without any clear 
guidance. If Allah's mercy is upon them, they may tolerate each 
other and avoid war, as the Companions did in various 
controversies during the caliphates of 'Umar and 'Uthman. They 
allowed each other to act upon his views in matters of ijtihdd and 
refrained from fighting one another. But when people do not receive 
Allah's mercy, they quarrel and fight among themselves; they either 
denounce one another as infidel (kqfir) and wicked (fdsiq), or put 
each other in jail, or torture and kill one another. Those who forced 
people to say that the Qur'an was created and persecuted people 
belonged to this type of group. They came out with a new, 
unjustified belief (bid 'ah), denounced all those who disagreed with 
them as infidels, deprived them of their liberty, and subjected them 
to torture. 

When people are unknowledgeable about any teaching of the 
Prophet (peace be on him), they may behave justly or unjustly. 
Those who act justly are those who act in accordance with what they 
know of prophetic hadith and they do not wrong others. The 
wrongdoer is one who transgress against others, and most of them 
commit that wrong knowingly. Allah has said, "The people of the 
Book did not dissent therefrom except through envy of each other 
after knowledge had come to them" [3:19]; for if they had acted 
justly as they had been taught, they would have allowed others to act 
according to their views. They would have allowed the followers of 
different imams to follow their imams, because, as they said, they 
themselves were unable to find out the verdict of Allah and His 
Prophet (peace be on him) in matters, and had to refer to their 
imams, who acted as the Prophet's deputies. This was the most they 
could do. Similarly, followers of the imams should not say, if they 
want to be fair, that their imams are correct even when they do not 
know their proofs, and that others are wrong, while they may be 
excused for what they do. 



"Al-Bayhaql, As-Sunan al-Kubra, 8:172. 
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Differences on fundamentals are of two kinds: difference by 
variation and difference by contradiction. The former is of many 
kinds. One is wherein all the different views or practices are 
justified, for example, the different ways of reading certain verses of 
the Qur'an that were prevalent among the Companions. One of them 
recited a particular verse in one way, and another in another way, 
and when the two quarreled, the Prophet (peace be on him) 
disapproved of their quarrel and said, "Both of you are correct." 721 
the same is true of the different ways of the call to prayer (adhdn), 
or its announcement (iqdmah), or its opening; or of the causes for 
corrective prostration (sajdat as-sahw); the ways of tashahhud, or of 
prayer in times of fear; the number of takblr in 'Id prayers, and so 
on. All the different ways of doing these things have come down 
from the Prophet (peace be on him) and are equally lawful, even 
though some may be preferable to or stronger than others. 

There have been people in the ummah who have quarreled and 
fought over some of these issues, for example, the issue of whether 
one should repeat the words of the iqamah twice or just once. They 
certainly violate the command of the Prophet (peace be on him). 
There have also been people who, led by the desires in their hearts, 
not only stick to one idea or practice and refrain from others but 
even forbid them. They are guilty of committing the forbidden. 

The second difference by variation is usually a matter of 
semantics. People often use different words to express the same 
idea, as for example, when they try to define a thing, argue from it 
or characterize it, and so on. It is unfair and wrong, in such cases, 
to extol one usage and condemn another or attack its proponent, and 
so on. 

Difference by contradiction arises when two contradictory 
statements are made on an issue, whether concerning principles or 
details. According to the majority opinion, in such cases only one 
view can be correct, and since different views contradict each other, 
the issue becomes serious. However, my observation is that the 
view which one rejects often has an element of truth or has some 
texts to support it. This means that when you reject the opposing 
view, you are rejecting a truth along with the untruth. It also means 
that though your opponent is mistaken on the basic issue, you are 
also wrong in some respect. 

This mistake is often committed by the Ahl as-Sunnah. As for 
the heretics {ahl al-bid'ah), their error is obvious. Everyone whom 
Allah has guided and enlightened will realize that the warning which 
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the Qur'an and the Sunnah have issued against the views they 
expound is perfectly correct. Very often reason also exposes their 
error, in which case it is light upon light. 

Returning to difference by variation, the practice of denouncing 
an opponent in such matters has not been approved. In fact, when at 
the time of the Prophet (peace be on him) a difference arose on a 
particular issue, people on either side did not reproach or censure 
each other. The Qur'an appreciated that attitude in these words, 
"Whether you cut down (you Muslims) the tender palm-trees or you 
left them standing on their roots, it was by leave of Allah, and in 
order that He might cover with shame the rebellious transgressors" 
[59:5]. The difference arose about cutting down some trees (of the 
Banu Al-Nadhlr): one group cut them down and the other abstained 
from cutting. Another case has been referred to in the Qur'an in this 
way, "And remember David and Solomon, when they gave 
judgment in the matter of the field into which the sheep of certain 
people had strayed by night. We did witness their judgment. To 
Solomon we inspired the correct understanding of the matter, (but) 
to each (of them) we gave judgment and knowledge" [21:87-89], 
Notice that Allah inspired Solomon with the correct judgment, but 
he praised both for their knowledge and sagacity. 

The Prophet (peace be on him) did the same in the case of those 
whom he had sent to the Banu Qurayzah. He praised both those 
who said their 'Asr prayer on time and those who said it later when 
they had reached the land of the Banu Qurayzah. 722 He also said, "If 
a ruler makes every effort he can and arrives at the correct judgment, 
he will have two rewards. But if he makes every effort and does not 
arrive at the correct judgment, he will have one reward." 723 

The other kind of difference is when one party is to be 
commended and the other censured. This has been referred to in the 
verse, "If Allah had willed, the succeeding generations would not 
have fought among each other after clear signs had come to them, 
but they chose to wrangle, some believing and others rejecting" 
[2:253]; and the verse, "Those two antagonists dispute with each 
other about their Lord. But those who deny (their Lord), for them 
will be cut out a garment of Fire" [22:19]. 

Most of the differences in the ummah belong to the first 
category. They are produced by lust and avarice, and cause 
bloodshed, destruction of property, dissension and hatred. One 



722 A1-Bukharl, 946, 4119; Muslim, 1770; Al-Baghawl, Shark as-Sunnah, 3798. 

723 Al-Bukharl, 7353; Muslim, 1716; Abu Dawud, 3574; Ibn Majah, 2314; Ahmad, 
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party does not admit the truth which is with the other, and is unfair 
to it. Alongside the truth it has, it acquires some untruths. The other 
party does the same. This is why Allah has traced the difference to 
mutual envy and transgression. He has said, "And no one differed 
other than the people who were given the Book; they differed after 
the clear signs had come to them on account of transgression {bdghi) 
one upon the other" [2:213]. Allah has mentioned bdghi — going 
beyond the acceptable limit — in many places so that our ummah may 
learn the lesson. 

The Prophet (peace be on him) expressed the same idea in a 
hadith recorded in the Sahihs of Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Abu Az- 
Zanad narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (peace be on 
him) said, "Do not worry about things I have left out. People before 
you ruined themselves by asking too many questions and disputing 
about the teachings of their prophets. Refrain from what I have 
forbidden, and do what I have commanded to the best of your 
ability." 724 the Prophet (peace be on him) did not like people to delve 
into things that he had not discussed, or put a lot of questions about 
those things he had commanded and dispute about them, for that had 
destroyed the earlier communities. 

Differences among the Believers regarding the Book of Allah are 
of two kinds, one about its revelation, and the other about its 
understanding. However, on both issues, every group has only part 
of the truth with it. The first issue is, for example, how the Qur'an 
is Allah's speech, and how it has been communicated. One group 
says that the Qur'an is Allah's speech in the sense that He has 
produced it out of His will and Power, but He has created it in some 
other thing, so that it does not subsist in Him. Others say that it is an 
attribute of Allah that subsists in Him, and not something which He 
has created, but He has not spoken it of His will and Power. Both 
of them have an element of truth with them and an element of 
untruth. Each believes in the truth it has and denies the truth that the 
other has. We have discussed this point earlier. 

As for the matter of interpretation, there are also many views and 
every view has some truth with it and some untruth. 'Amr Ibn 
Shu'ayb has reported from his father and he from his father that 
once the Prophet (peace be on him) came to a group of his 
Companions who were discussing the issue of pre-destination. 
Some were referring to one verse of the Qur'an, and others to 
another. The Prophet (peace be on him) got angry, his cheeks 



724 Al-Bukhari, 7288; Muslim, 1337; At-TirmidhI, 2679; An-Nasa'I, 5:110-11; Ibn 
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became red like a pomegranate. He said, "Is this what you are asked 
to do? Is this what is required of you? Are you to set one part of the 
Qur'an against another? Mind the things I have said, carry out what 
I have commanded, and refrain from what I have forbidden." In a 
variant of the hadlth the words are, "The things that you are doing 
have led many a people astray. They quarreled over the teachings of 
their prophets, and set one part of their book against another. The 
Qur'an has not been given to you for you to oppose some of its 
verses against others. They support and bear out one another. Act 
upon what you understand of the Qur'an, and believe in what you 
do not." Another variant adds, "The communities before you were 
not cursed until they disagreed among themselves. Disputation over 
a verse of the Qur'an is a kind of infidelity." 725 This is a famous 
hadlth and has been recorded in Musnad and Sunan collections. Its 
main part has also been produced by Muslim in his Sahih from 
'Abdullah Ibn Ribah Al-Ansari. He said that one day at noon, 
'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr came to the Prophet (peace be on him). Two 
men were quarreling over a verse of the Qur'an. The Prophet (peace 
be on him) came out, his face red with anger. He said, "The people 
before you were destroyed when they quarreled over their book." 

Different heretical groups interpret the Qur'an differently. They 
believe in some parts of it and deny others. They accept what agrees 
with their views and reject what does not. They either change the 
meaning of the verses by interpretation or declare them ambiguous 
and unclear, concerning which their meanings are not known to 
anyone. This is how they deny the ideas which Allah has 
communicated. This is simply blasphemous (kufr). To believe in 
words without believing they have meanings is to believe as People 
of the Book believe, about whom Allah has said, "The similitude of 
those who were charged with (the obligations of) the Mosaic law but 
who subsequently failed in those (obligations) is that of a donkey 
which carries huge tomes (but understands them not)" [62:5]; and 
"There are among them illiterates who know not the Book, but see 
(therein their own) desires, and they do nothing but conjecture" 
[2:78]. That is, they read the Book without understanding it. This is 
not the way a Believer should approach the Qur'an. He should act 
upon what he understands of it, and leave to Allah what he does not 
understand. The Prophet (peace be on him) said, "Act upon what 
you understand, and what you do not understand leave to one who 
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understands it." 727 This is how one will obey the Prophet (peace be 
on him). 

(113) the religion of Allah in the heavens and on the 
earth is one, and it is the din of Islam. Allah has said, 
"Verily the religion before Allah is Islam" [5:3]; and, 
"(Allah) has chosen for you as your religion Islam" 
[5:3]. Islam steers a course between excess and 
negligence, between anthropomorphism and negation, 
between coercionism and libertarianism, between 
complacency and despair. 

In the Sahlh there is a hadlth reported by Abu Hurayrah that the 
Prophet (peace be on him) said, "We, the community of prophets, 
have a single religion." 728 In the Qur'an, Allah says, "If anyone 
desires a religion other than Islam, never will it be accepted of him" 
[3:85]. This declaration is for all times. Religion is one for all 
peoples, past and present. The difference is only in matters of law 
(Shar*). Allah has said, "To each among you We have prescribed a 
law and an open way" [5:51]. 

Islam is the religion that Allah has promulgated for mankind 
through His prophets. Its basic principles as well as its details have 
all come from the prophets. Its ideas are clear to everyone, young 
and old, literate and illiterate, intelligent and unintelligent. One can 
enter into its fold in no time, and get out of it even faster, just by 
denying a word, falsifying or contesting it, attributing something to 
Allah that He has not revealed, or doubting what He has revealed, 
defying His commandments, refusing to believe His statements, and 
so on. 

One who is aware of the Qur'an and the Sunnah will testify that 
Islam is a clear religion, easy to learn. People would come to the 
Prophet (peace be on him) from great distances, learn Islam from 
him and return to their homes. One might find some difference in his 
wordings, but that is because he instructed everyone according to 
people's conditions. If someone came from a far-off country, like 
Dimdm Ibn Thatlabah 729 or the man from Najd, 730 or the people of 



727 Part of the hadlth just mentioned. 
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'Abdul-Qays, 731 he would teach them what they would not forget. 
He knew, however, that his religion would reach the different 
corners of the world, and that he would be sending missionaries to 
teach people whatever they needed to know. If someone came from 
a nearby place and could visit frequently afterwards, he taught him 
one thing after another gradually. If he knew that the questioner was 
aware of the basic principles he would tell him more advanced 
things. It was to such a questioner that he once said, "Say, 'I believe 
in Allah and keep constantly on the correct path."' 732 

However, those who invent new things which Allah has not 
sanctioned cannot find any justification for them in the Sunnah of 
the Prophet (peace be on him), or in the teachings of any other 
messenger. Their ideas as well as what they imply are equally 
wrong, just as the truth and all its implications are correct. 

The author states, "Islam steers a course between excess and 
negligence." Allah has said, "People of the Book! Do not exaggerate 
in your religion nor utter anything about Allah save the truth" 
[4:171]; "Say: People of the Book! Exceed not in your religion the 
bounds (of what is proper) trespassing beyond the truth" [5:80]; 
and, "You who believe! Make not unlawful the good things which 
Allah made lawful for you. But commit no excess, for Allah loves 
not those given to excess. Eat of the things which Allah has 
provided for you, lawful and good, and fear Allah in Whom you 
believe" [5:90-91]. 

The Sahihs of Al-Bukhari and Muslim have recorded that 
'A'ishah said, "Some Companions of the Prophet (peace be on him) 
asked his wives about his routine of worship at home. When they 
were told about it, one of them said that he would not eat meat, 
another said that he would not marry, and a third said that he would 
not sleep in a bed. When the Prophet (peace be on him) came to 
know of this, he said, 'What has happened to these people? Why are 
they thinking of such things? Look at me: I fast some days and eat 
some days; I sleep as well as pray in the night. I eat meat, and I have 
wives. Whoever turns away from my way (Sunnah) is not of 
me."' 733 In a variant of the hadith recorded in other collections the 
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words are, "They inquired about the Prophet's worship, when they 
were told about it, they considered it to be too little." 734 

Ibn Jurayj reported from 'Ikrimah that the reason verses 90 and 
91 of Surat Al-Ma'idah were revealed was that 'Uthman Ibn 
Maz'un, 'AH Ibn Abi Talib, Ibn Mas'ud, Al-Miqdad Ibn Al-Aswad 
and Salim, the client of Abu Hudayfah (may Allah be pleased with 
them all) thought to devote themselves exclusively to Allah. They 
were going to sit at home, staying away from their wives, wearing 
the clothes of an ascetic and abstaining from good food. They ate 
and wore only what the Christian mendicants would eat and wear, 
and they even intended to have themselves castrated. Nights they 
passed in worship, and days in fasting. 

Then Allah revealed the verse, "You who believe! Make not 
unlawful the good things which Allah made lawful for you. But 
commit no excess, for Allah loves not those given to excess. Eat of 
the things which Allah has provided for you, lawful and good, and 
fear Allah in Whom you believe" [5:90-91]. This was revealed 
concerning their abandoning their wives, food and clothing, and 
their continual fasting and late-night prayers, as well as their thought 
of castration. When the Prophet received news about them, he sent 
for them and said, "Your body has a right on you, and your eyes 
have a right on you. Fast, but also eat; pray, but also sleep. He is 
not of us who leaves our way." Thereupon, they turned to Allah and 
said, "Lord! We accept and submit to what You have revealed." 735 

"Islam steers a course between anthropomorphism and 
negation." We have explained earlier that Allah loves to be described 
in the way He has described Himself, or as His Prophet (peace be 
on him) has described Him, without comparing His attributes with 
our attributes. We should not think that He hears as we hear, or sees 
as we see, and so on. Nor should we negate His attributes and deny 
what He has predicated of Himself or what the person most 
knowledgeable of Him, His Prophet (peace be on him), has 
predicated of Him. Negation is as wrong as comparison. We have 
discussed this point before. The author himself referred to it when 
he wrote, "Whoever does not refrain from negation as well as 
comparison strays and fails to uphold true transcendence." The basis 
of this idea is the verse, "There is nothing whatsoever like unto 
Him, and He is Als-Seeing, All-Hearing" [42:19]. The first part of 
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the verse is a refutation of anthropomorphism, and the second of 
negation. 

"Islam is between coercionism and libertarianism." We have also 
discussed this topic. We have said that man is not coerced into his 
words or deeds. His actions are not like the movements of a 
shivering person or of a tree swaying under a strong wind. Nor are 
they created by man; they are accomplished by man but created and 
brought into existence by Allah. 

We have also discussed the idea the author has expressed in the 
words, "Islam is between complacency and despair." We have said 
that man must fear the punishment of Allah on the one hand, and 
expect His mercy on the other, and that fear and hope are like the 
two wings with which one flies to Allah and to the last abode. 

(114) This is our faith and our religion in form and 
spirit. We have nothing to do with those who differ 
from what we have said and elaborated. We pray to 
Allah that He may confirm us in faith, let us die upon it, 
save us from erroneous ideas and heretical doctrines 
such as those advanced by the anthropomorphists 
(mushdbbihah), Mu'tazilah, Jahmiyyah, determinists 
(Jabariyyah), free-willers (Qadarlyyah\ and others who 
have differed from the Ahl as-Sunnah wa al-Jama'ah and 
fallen into error. We have nothing to do with them. In 
our view, they are astray in their thinking and 
wrongdoers. And to Allah we turn for guidance and 
safety. 

"This" refers to all the author has said from the beginning of the 
book until here. By anthropomorphists (mushdbbihah), he means 
those who conceive of Allah's attributes on the analogy of human 
attributes. They do just the reverse of what the Christians do. The 
latter conceive of a creation, Jesus, peace be upon him, on the 
pattern of the Creator, and make him a god. These people, on the 
other hand, liken the Creator to the created and anthropomorphize 
Him. One of the leading exponents of this view was Dawud Al- 
JawaribL 

The Mu'tazilah, like 'Amr Ibn 'Ubayd, Wasil Ibn 'Ata' Al- 
Ghazzal and their followers, were given this name because they 
seceded from the Community (Jama 'ah) after the death of Al-Hassan 
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Al-Basri 736 in the beginning of the second century Hijri, and held 
separate meetings. According to Qatadah and others, this is the 
reason they are called Mu'tazilah, or Secessionists. Others say that 
the first man to develop the basic idea of that school was Wasil Ibn 
'Ata\ and 'Amr Ibn 'Ubayd, a student of Al-Hassan Al-Basri, 
joined him. During the reign of Harun Ar-Rashid, Abu Al-Hudhayl 
wrote two books and expounded their doctrines at length. He was 
the one who formulated the five tenets of the school: justice, unity of 
Allah, enforcement of the threatened punishment, the position 
between two positions, and the duty of enjoining good and 
forbidding evil. In those doctrines, the Mu'tazilah have mixed truth 
with untruth, a common characteristic of all heretical schools. 

With regard to divine acts they are anthropomorphists. They 
imagine Allah's acts on the pattern of human acts. They say that 
what is good for man is good for God, and what is bad for man is 
bad for God. Basing their thoughts on this principle, they claim that 
Allah has to do certain things and eschew others. This is wrong. 
Suppose a person finds his male servants fornicating with his maid 
servants but does not stop the sin; he is either approving it or he is 
unable to check it. But this is not what we say when Allah does not 
stop his servants from fornication. Hence His actions cannot be 
judged on the pattern of human actions. This is a very important 
point. The reader is advised to consult the relevant works on the 
subject. 

The Mu'tazilah deny the fore-ordainment of things on the pretext 
of justice. They say that Allah does not create evil or ordain it. If He 
created it and then punished people for doing it, He would be 
committing injustice. But Allah is just and cannot commit injustice. 
Hence there has to be in His Kingdom, they conclude, what He 
does not will, for it is not possible that He wills something and it 
does not come into being; that would mean that He is not 
omnimpotent. Far exalted is Allah above that. By a similar argument 
they deny the uncreated nature of the Qur'an, under the cover of 
their doctrine of divine unity. They say that if the Qur'an were 
uncreated there would be more than one eternal being. But they do 
not realize that it also follows from their argument that knowledge, 
power, and all the other attributes of Allah are created. They cannot 
deny this without contradicting themselves. 

The essence of their third principle is that since Allah has 
threatened sinners with punishment, He cannot withdraw it and defy 
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his own verdict. Just as He cannot go back on his promise, He 
cannot go back on his threat. This means that He cannot pardon and 
forgive whomever He wills. 

The doctrine of the position between the two positions means 
that when a person commits a grave sin he loses faith, but does not 
enter into not having faith. Their last doctrine means that we must 
enjoin upon others what we are ourselves commanded to do, and 
ask them to believe in what we are required to believe. Under cover 
of this principle they have justified armed revolt against the rulers 
(a 'immah) when they perpetrate an injustice. 

We have discussed these doctrines earlier, and need not enter 
into them here. The Mu'tazilah claim that their doctrines of justice 
and unity of Allah are rational truths, that they are prior to 
revelation, and that they form the basis for its rational justification. 
If they advance some arguments from hadlth in their support, they 
advance them only as additional evidence. They boast that they do 
not base their principles on hadlth, and that they know their truths 
even before they know the authenticity of the hadlth. That is why 
some of them do not use textual evidence for their arguments; they 
carry little value in their eyes. Others include them just to show that 
revelation agrees with reason, also to win over the consent of people 
for their doctrines. They do not base them on revelation. The Qur'an 
and the hadlth are for them only supporting evidence, like an 
additional force not necessary to meet the enemy, or an additional 
exhortation for something that one likes to have by himself. 

It is against this treatment of the Shar' that 'Umar Ibn 'Abdul- 
'Azlz warned when he said, "Do not be like those who follow the 
truth when it agrees with their wishes, and oppose it when it does 
not. You will not be rewarded because your wish happens to 
coincide with the truth; but you certainly will be chastised if you do 
not comply with it, for in either case you are only following your 
wish." In the same way, actions will be judged according to their 
intentions, and everyone will have what he has intended. Action 
depends on motive and intention, and conviction depends on 
knowledge and assent. If conviction concerns a matter of faith, it is 
part of faith; and if a deed is done with a good motive it is good, 
otherwise not. Hence the ideas of the Believers that are based on 
things other than faith are like the acts of good people that are not 
done with good motives. In the fold of the Mu'tazilah there are 
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many who are enemies (zindlq) of Islam; their efforts have gone to 
waste in this life, even though they think that they are doing good. 

The Jahmlyyah are the followers of Jahm Ibn Safwan As- 
Samarqandl. Jahm negated the attributes of Allah and denuded them 
of their meaning. He learned this from Al-Ja'd Ibn Dirham, whom 
Khalid Ibn 'Abdullah Al-Qasri killed on the Festival of Sacrifice ('Id 
al-Adha). Addressing the gathering on that occasion, he said, 
"People! Offer your sacrifices, and may Allah accept them. As for 
me, I will sacrifice Ja'd Ibn Dirham. He says that Allah did not take 
Ibrahim for His friend, nor did He speak to Moses. Exalted is Allah 
above what he says about Him." Then he descended from the pulpit 
and killed Ja'd. He had already consulted the scholars of his time, 
who were from the Elders, and gotten their advice. May Allah bless 
them. 

Jahm expounded the ideas of Al- Ja'd after him in Khurasan and 
got a following. He entered into a debate with some polytheists 
called the Sumaniyyah, 738 became a skeptic and abandoned prayer 
for forty days. The Sumaniyyah were a group of Indian 
philosophers who denied everything except sense perception. They 
asked Jahm, "Can the Lord whom you worship be seen, smelled, 
tasted or touched?" He answered in the negative. They said, "Then 
He is non-existent." Jahm could not answer, and abstained from 
worshiping anything for forty days. 739 When the god of his 
conception went out of his mind, Satan replaced it with another, 
whom his imagination created next. He claimed that Allah is pure 
existence without any attributes, and followed Ja'd's line of 
thought. 

It has been reported that Ja'd had contacts with the Sabaean 
philosophers of Harran, and took a few ideas from some Jewish 
philosophers who had left their religion and joined the company of 
Labid Ibn Al-A'sam, the magician who had cast a spell over the 
Prophet (peace be on him). Jahm was killed by Salm Ibn Ahwaz at 
Khurasan, where his ideas had already become popular. The 
Mu'tazilah adopted his ideas though not to the extent that he did in 
negating Allah's attributes. He denies the names any reality, but they 
deny only the attributes, accepting the names. 

Scholars have discussed the question of whether the Jahmlyyah 
are included in the seventy-two damned sects (referred to in hadlth). 



738 The Sumaniyyah are the Buddhists, followers of Gautama Buddha. 
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Among those who consider them outside the realm are scholars such 
as 'Abdullah Ibn Mubarak and Yusuf Ibn Asbat. 

Their ideas spread at the time when Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 
and other scholars were being put to trial. They gained in strength 
and number during the reign of Ma'mun, who resided for some time 
in Khurasan and came into contact with the Jahmlyyah. It was from 
Tarsus that he issued orders for the trial of the scholars in the year 
218 A.H. Ma'mun died the same year. In 220 A.H., Imam Ahmad 
was put in prison in Baghdad. The same year Mu'tasim called him 
to debate with the Mu'tazilah. Ahmad refuted all the arguments they 
advanced, showed that their beliefs had no basis and that they were 
wrong in calling people to their beliefs and putting them to torture. 
Mu'tasim intended to set Ahmad free, but certain people advised him 
that Ahmad should be beaten, lest the prestige of the government be 
impaired. Ahmad was beaten and the news spread among the 
masses. The government was frightened and set him free. For 
details of the story the reader should consult the history books. 

Jahm held some views that no one shared with him. He said that 
Paradise and Hell would perish in the end; that faith {imdri) is 
nothing but knowledge and not having faith (kufr) is nothing but 
ignorance; that no one does anything, everything is done by Allah; 
and that actions are attributed to men only metaphorically, just as it 
is said that a tree moves, the heavens revolve, or the sun sets. A 
poet has said of Jahm: 

"I wonder that Satan openly calls people to the Fire, 
under a name which is derived from Jahannam (Hell)." 

Abu Hanlfah was asked about his view on body and incident. 
He said, "A curse be upon 'Amr Ibn 'Ubayd for leading people to 
discuss such subjects." 

The determinists (Jabriyyah) derive their basic doctrine from 
Jahm Ibn Safwan, as we have said before. They believe that the acts 
of man are as determined as his height and color. This is diametri- 
cally opposed to the view of the free-willers {qadariyyah) who deny 
predestination {qadr). The Qadariyyah are called Qadariyyah because 
they deny qadr, just as the Murji'ah are called Murji'ah because they 
deny irja ', namely that people are not left to the judgment of Allah 
whether He punishes them or forgives them. The Jabriyyah have 
been sometimes called Qadariyyah because they affirm qadr or 
predestination in an exaggerated sense. This is like calling the 
Murji'ah those who say that we cannot be certain about reward or 
punishment, that all matters concerning individuals or species are 
deferred, that no one can even say that those who repent will or will 
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not be rewarded, or that those who do not repent will or will not be 
punished. The earliest Murji'ah even abstained from saying anything 
about 'Uthman and 'All and testifying to their faith or lack of faith. 

The compilers of the Sunan collections have recorded many 
ahadith censuring the Qadariyyah. One is what Abu Dawud has 
recorded in his Sunan from 'Abdul-'AzIz Ibn Abl Hazim, through 
his father and through Ibn 'Umar, that the Prophet (peace be on 
him) said, "The Qadariyyah are the Magians of this ummah. Do not 
visit them when they are ill, or join their funeral processions when 
they die." 740 There are many more ahadith about them, but the 
hadlth scholars have doubted if they were spoken by the Prophet 
(peace be on him). The truth is that they are the words of some 
Companions. Different, however, is the case with the ahadith about 
the Khawarij. In the Sahih collections alone, there are ten ahadith 
about them. Three of them have been recorded by Al-Bukhari and all 
ten by Muslim. The resemblance of the Qadariyyah to the Magians is 
quite obvious. In fact, their doctrine is in a sense worse than that of 
the Magians, for the latter posit only two creators, while they posit 
innumerable creators. 

These heresies, which contradict one another, emerged during 
different periods of trial and tribulation in the history of the ummah. 
Al-Bukhari has recorded in his Sahih that Sa'id Ibn Al-Musayyib 
said, "When the first calamity, namely the murder of 'Uthman, 
occurred, none who had participated in the battle of Badr survived. 
When the second calamity occurred it took its toll of all those who 
had participated in the campaign of Hudayblyyah. When the third 
calamity occurred, it took away the power and the reason of the 
people." 741 The Khawarij and the Shl'ah emerged during the first 
period, the Qadariyyah and the Murji'ah in the second, and the 
Jahmlyyah and other sects after the third. They were thus the people 
who divided the religion and broke it up into sects. 

They opposed one heresy with another heresy. One exceeded all 
limits in love of 'All, while another called him an infidel. One sect 
exaggerated the threats of punishment, even condemned a section of 
the Believers to Hell forever; while another belittled all punishments 
and even abolished some of them altogether - I mean the Mujri'ah. 
One overdid Allah's transcendence to the extent that His attributes 
were negated, while another affirmed His attributes to such excess 
that He was completely anthropomorphized. All came out with 
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problems and arguments that had no basis in the texts of the Qur'an 
and Sunnah, and they discarded those which the Qur'an and Sunnah 
offered. Some even delved into the books of the Jews, Christians, 
Magians, and Sabaeans, and took many of their ideas and 
arguments, changing sometimes their words and sometimes their 
meaning. They thus came out with a mixture of truth and untruth, 
shelving the truth which the Prophet (peace be on him) had taught. 
This led to disputes and controversies on such things as substance, 
incidents, corporeality, and so on. 

The reason for the errors of these and other sects was that they 
left the straight path that Allah had commanded them to follow. He 
has said, "Verily, this is My Way, leading straight. Follow it, and 
follow not (other) paths. They will scatter you about from His 
(great) Path" [6:153]; and, "Say (Prophet): This is My Way, I do 
invite unto Allah on evidence clear as the seeing with one's eyes, I 
and whoever follows me" [12:108]. See how "ways" of the people 
has been put in the plural in contrast to the Way of Allah in the 
singular. Ibn Mas'ud says that once the Prophet (peace be on him) 
drew a line and said, "This is the Way of Allah." Then he drew 
some other lines left and right of that line and said, "These are the 
ways on each of which there is an evil one who calls people to it." 
He then recited the verse, "Verily, this is My Way, leading straight. 
Follow it, (and) follow not (other) paths. They will scatter you 
about from His (great) path. Thus does He command you that you 
may be righteous" [6:153]. 742 

The most important thing we can do is pray for the correct path. 
This is why Allah has commanded us to recite the opening surah of 
the Qur'an (Al-Fatihah) in every rah' ah of every prayer, obligatory 
or otherwise, and pray for the Straight Path. This is also the reason 
many scholars consider the reading of Al-Fatihah in every rak'ah to 
be compulsory. In fact, it is one of the greatest and noblest prayers. 
Allah has commanded us to say in it, "Show us the Straight Path, 
the path of those on whom You have bestowed Your grace, those 
whose portion is not wrath, and who go not astray" [1:6-7]. 

Commenting on these words, the Prophet (peace be on him) 
said, "The Jews are the people whose portion is wrath, and the 
Christians are the ones who went astray." 743 The Prophet (peace be 
on him) has also said, "You will certainly follow the ways of the 



742 Ad-DarimI, Sw/Mw, 1:67; Ahmad, 1:435, 465; Tafsir At-Tabarl, 14168; Al-Haklm, 
2:318, and Adh-DhahabI has endorsed Al-Haklm's evaluation of it being authentic. 
743 Part of a long hadith, At-Tirmidhi, 2954, 2955; Ahmad, 4:378; At-TayalisI, 1040; 
Ibn Hibban, 1715, 2279. 
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people that went before you, step by step, to the extent that if they 
go into the hole of a lizard you will also enter it." People asked him, 
"Messenger of Allah, do you mean the Jews and Christians?" He 
said, "Who else!" 744 This hadlth has been recorded in the Sahlh 
collections. 

A number of the Elders stated, "If a scholar deviates from the 
correct path, he thereby resembles the Jews. If a devotee deviates, 
he thereby resembles the Christians." This is the reason you see that 
heretical theologians like the Mu'tazilah bear some resemblance to 
Jews. It is not without reason that the Jewish scholars loved the 
books of the Mu'tazilah and lauded their views, while the leaders of 
the Mu'tazilah felt an affinity with the Jews and preferred them to 
the Christians. Most misguided Sufis, on the other hand, bear a 
resemblance to Christians. They have a liking for monasticism, 
incarnation, unification, and other similar things. They condemn the 
theologians, and the theologians condemn them and criticize their 
ideas regarding musical sessions (sama*), ecstasy (wajd), and a 
number of ascetic and devotional practices which they have 
developed. 

The heretical sects treat revelation in two ways. 745 Some alter the 
meaning of the texts, while others charge the prophets with 
ignorance. The former are of two types. One group says that 
revelation uses imagery; they are the ahl al-wahm wa at-takhyil; the 
other group misinterprets and distorts the texts, they are the ahl at- 
tahrifwa at-ta ml. The first group 746 says that the prophets spoke of 
Allah, the Hereafter, Paradise and Hell in words that do not reveal 
the truth. They used symbols and images with which their people 
were conversant; consequently, the latter believed that Allah was a 
huge being, that bodies will be resurrected, and that people will 
enjoy pleasures in Paradise and suffer pain in Hell pertaining to their 
bodies. In reality, however, things will be completely different. The 
prophets had to say what they said because that was the only way to 
reform and elevate the common people. If they said what was not 
true, it was only for the good of the people. That was the view of 
Ibn Sina and others like him. 



744 A1-Bukhart, 3456, 7320; Muslim, 2669; Ahmad, 3:84, 89, 94; At-TayalisI, 2178; 
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745 See Ibn Al-Qayyim, Bada'l al-Fawaid (Makkah, Maktabat An-Nahdah Al- 

Islamlyyah As-Sa'udlyyah, n.d., 2:32. 

746 See Ibn Taymlyyah, Dar ' Ta 'drud al- 'Aql wa an-Naql, 1 :8-9. 
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The second group 747 which misinterprets and distorts revelation 
says that the prophets did not intend to convey what their words 
apparently mean; they only conveyed the truths we discover through 
reason. Hence they try by every means to interpret the revelation to 
agree with their own ideas. It is not surprising, therefore, that most 
of them are not sure of their interpretations, and hold out the 
possibility that the texts may mean something different. 

As for those who say that the prophets and their followers are 
unaware of the truth, they are only ignorant of what Allah wants to 
convey through the book He has revealed, or through the words He 
has inspired in His prophets. They assert that it is quite possible that 
no one knows the real meaning of the Scripture besides Allah, 
neither Gabriel nor Muhammad, nor any other prophet, not to 
mention the Companions and the Successors. When Muhammad 
(peace be on him) pronounced the verse, "Allah Most Gracious is 
firmly established on the Throne" [20:5], or "To Him mount up (all) 
words of purity" [35:10], or "What prevents you from prostrating 
yourself to one whom I have created with My hands" [38:75], he 
did not know their real meaning, nor does any one else know it 
except Allah. This is, they claim, what the Elders believed. 

Some people in this group say that what Allah means by these 
words is different from what they apparently suggest, and that no 
one knows their real meaning except Allah, just as no one knows 
when the Hour will come except He. Others admit that, in principle, 
texts should be interpreted literally, but they say, like their 
comrades, that the Prophet (peace be on him) did not explain the real 
intention of many Qur'anic verses which they regard to be 
allegorical and vague. The result is that there is no agreement among 
them as to which verses are allegorical and which are not. A few of 
them even say that the Prophet (peace be on him) himself was not 
aware of the real meanings, and that he left it to scholars to discern 
the real meanings by interpreting the verses in the light of rational 
principles. 

To sum up, these people are one in saying that the Prophet 
(peace be on him) either did not know or did not explain, and that 
they have succeeded in unraveling the truth with their reason. They 
are therefore justified, they claim, in interpreting the words of the 
Prophet (peace be on him) according to their reason. They also claim 
that the prophets and their followers were not acquainted with the 
rational sciences, and therefore did not understand the revealed 
texts. All these ideas of theirs are false and rubbish. 



7 Ibid., 1:12-20. 
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We pray to Allah to save us from them and their proponents. 
Glory to You, Lord, the Lord of Honor and Power. You are free 
from what they ascribe to You. And peace be on the messengers. All 
praise is for You, Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 



'ABDUL-JABBAR: ' Abdul- Jabbar Ibn Ahmad Al-Hamadani (d. 
415/1024), an eminent theologian and writer, leader of the 
Mu'tazilah of his time, Shafi'I jurist and grand judge of Rayy, was 
the author of many books. His magnum opus on theology was Al- 
Mughnl, which has been edited and published in many volumes by 
Ad-Dar al-Misriyyah li at-Tallf wa at-Tarjumah in Cairo. His Shark 
al-Usul al-Khamsah is a one-volume exposition on the fundamental 
principles of the Mu'tazilah. He also commented on some selected 
chapters and verses of the Qur'an under the title Tanzih al-Quran 
min al-Matain. He also discussed some allegorical verses under the 
title, Mutashabih al-Qur'an (edited by Dr. 'Adnan Zarzur, 1969). 
' ABDULLAH IBN RAW AH AH: 'Abdullah Ibn Rawahah Ibn 
Thaiabah Al-Ansarl (d. 8/629), a poet and warrior from the Khazraj 
tribe in Madinah, gave allegiance to the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
along with others at the valley of 'Aqabah beofre the Prophet 
migrated to Madinah. He participated in all the battles beginning 
with Badr. In one of the campaigns, the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) appointed him governor of Madinah in the Prophet's absence. 
He was beseiged along with others at Mawtah and killed. 
ABU BAKR: Abu Bakr As-Siddlq (573-13/634), the closest 
friend of the Prophet (peace be on him) before and after Islam, the 
greatest of all the Companions and the first caliph, suppressed the 
apostasy of the Arabs after the Prophet's death, reestablished the 
rule of Islam over Arabia, and had the Qur'an collected and written 
down in one volume. 

ABU AD-DARDA 9 : Abu Ad-Darda' 'Uwaymlr Ibn Malik Ibn 
Qays Al-Ansarl (d. 32/652) was a great Companion of the Prophet 
from the Khazraj tribe of Madinah. He was also an ascetic and a 
warrior. He was appointed judge over Damascus by Mu'awlyah at 
the order of Caliph 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab. He was a scholar of the 
Qur'an and taught it in Syria where he died. He narrated 117 
ahddith. 

ABU HANIFAH: Abu Hanlfah An-Nu'man Ibn Thabit Ibn ZutI 
(80/699-150/767), the great founder of the Hanafi school of fiqh, 
was bom and brought up in Kufah in a family that had come to Iraq 
from Afghanistan. Besides fiqh, Abu Hanlfah also considerably 
influenced the development of orthodox theology. The book, Al- 
Fiqh al-Akbar, is attributed to him but it is certainly not his work. 
However, judging from the various statements that have been 
preserved from him in different works that mention him, his views 
on iman, islam, predestination, human freedom and responsibility, 
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sin and salvation, and the status of the Qur'an can be ascertained. 
These views were later developed by people of his school, 
particularly Abu Mansur Al-Maturldl (d. 332/943). See A. J. 
Wensinck, The Muslim Creed (London: Frank Cass & Co, 1965), 
chs. VI-VII; Muhammad Abu Zahrah, Abu Hanifah: Hdydtuhu wa 
Asruhu wa Ard f uhu wa Fiqhuhu (Cairo: Dar Al-Fikr, n.d.), pp. 
168-188. 

ABU HUDHAYFAH: Abu Hudhayfah Ibn 'Utbah Ibn Rabl'ah 
(d. 12/633) was a Companion who first migrated to Abyssinia and 
then to Madinah. He participated in the battle of Badr and all 
subsequent battles. He was killed during the Battle of Yamamah. 
ABU AL-HUDHAYL: Abu Al-Hudhayl Muhammad Ibn Al- 
Hudhayl Al-'AUaf (135/752-235/849), leader of the Mu'tazilah of 
Basrah at this time, an astute dialectician, he is credited with the 
formulation of the five fundamental principles of the school, and 
commanded respect from the Abbasid caliphs, Al-Ma'mun, Al- 
Mu'tasim and Al-Wathiq. Among his students was Ibn Abl Dawud, 
the powerful minister of the Abbasids. 

ABU HURAYRAH: Abu Hurayrah (d. 58/678) was the greatest 
narrator of hadith. He narrated, according to a very cautious recent 
study, 1,236 ahddith. (See Mustafa A'zamI, Studies in Hadith 
Methodology and Literature (Indianapolis: American Trust 
Publications, 1977), p. 26.) 

ABU AL-HUSSAYN AL-BASRI: Abu Al-Hussayn 
Muhammad Ibn 'All At-Tayylb Al-BasrI (d.480/1044) was a famous 
Mu'tazill theologian and jurist. He settled in Baghdad where he 
died. His writings include Al-Mutamad ji Usui al-Fiqh in 
jurisprudence, Tasaffuh al-Adillah fi Usui ad-Din, Ghurar al- 
Adillah, Sharh Usui al-Khamsah, and Al-lntisdr ji ar-Radd 'aid ar- 
Rdwandl in theology. 

ABU KHAYTHAMAH: Abu Bakr Ahmad Ibn Zubayr Abl 
Khaythamah (d. 279/892) was a famous scholar of hadith, history 
and genealogy. He was born in Nasa' and settled in Baghdad. He 
studied hadith with Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and Yahya Ibn Mu'In, and 
wrote a great biographical work called At-Tdrikh al-Kabir, which 
the famous scholar of hadith, Ad-Daraqutnl, held in great esteem. 
ABU MUSA: 'Abdullah Ibn Qays Ibn Sallm Abu Musa Al- 
Ash'arl, an eminent Companion, was born in Zabid in Yemen in 
602 C.E. He came to Makkah and embraced Islam and took part in 
the battles. The Prophet (peace be on him) appointed him governor 
of Yemen. He was also appointed governor of Basrah and Kufah by 
the later caliphs, 'Umar and 'Uthman. He served on the tribunal 
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appointed to decide the feud between 'AH and Mu'awiyah. He died 
in Kufah in 44/665. He narrated 355 ahddlth. 
ABU SA'ID AL-KHUDRl: Abu Sa'id Sa'd Ibn Malik Ibn Sinan 
Al-Khudri (d.74/893) was a Companion of the Prophet (peace be on 
him) from the Khazraj tribe of Madinah. He was one of those who 
served the Prophet (peace be on him) from time to time. He 
participated in twelve battles and narrated 1,170 ahddlth. 
ABU SHAMAH: 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Ismail Ibn Ibrahim, 
commonly known as Abu Shama (599/1202-665/1267) was 
historian, a Shafi'I jurist and a grammarian from Damascus. He is 
the author of Ar-Rawdatayn ft Akhbdr ad-Dawlatayn, Al-Murshid 
al-Wajlz ild 'Ulum al-Kitdb al- 'Aziz, Ibrdz Al-Ma 'dnl fi Sharh ash- 
Shdtiblyyah, and Al-Bida ' wa al-Hawddith. 

ABU TALIB: Abu Talib 'Abd Manaf Ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib Ibn 
Hashim, an uncle of the Prophet, who looked after him after his 
father and grandfather died, loved him like one of his sons, let him 
preach Islam freely, and protected him from the evils that the leaders 
of the Quraysh might have done to him. He did not, however, 
embrace Islam, and died in the eighth year of the Prophet's call. 
ABU TALIB AL-MAKKI: Muhammad Ibn 'All Ibn 'Ati'ah Al- 
Harithl Abu Talib Al-Makki (d. 386/996), an ascetic and Sufi, was 
bom in Al-Jabal between Baghdad and Wasit. He lived most of life 
in Makkah, where he delivered sermons and achieved fame. He then 
went to Basrah, and from there to Baghdad, where he expoused 
some strange ideas which the people disapproved of and they 
therefore refrained from attending his sermons. He was the author 
of a very popular work on Sufism, Qut al-Qulub, from which Imam 
Al-Ghazali drew heavily in writing his Ihyd 'Ulum ad-Dln. 
ABU 'UWANAH: Abu 'Uwanah Al-Waddah Ibn 'Abdullah (d. 
186/802) was a war captive from Juyan who was brought to Basrah 
where he distinguished himself as a very reliable narrator of hadlth. 
ABU YUSUF: Abu Yusuf Ya'qub Ibn Ibrahim Ibn Hablb Al- 
Ansari (113/731-182/798), the foremost disciple of Abu Hanlfah, 
who, along with Muhammad Ibn Al-Hassan Ash-ShaybanI, 
contributed most to the development of Hanzftfiqh. He was also 
well versed in hadlth and maghdzl. Scholars such as Ahmad Ibn 
Hanbal and Yahya Ibn Mu'in narrated ahddlth from him. He served 
as qadl al-quddt (chief judge) during the reigns of Al-Mahdl, Al- 
Hadl and Harun Ar-Rashld. He was the author of Kitdb al-Khardj\ a 
great work on government revenues, and Adab al-Qddl He was 
bom in Kufah and died in Baghdad. 

AL-AKHTAL: Ghayath Ibn Ghawth Ibn As-Salat Al-Akhtal (d. 
90/708), one of the three top poets in the Umayyad period, was 
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born in Hirah in Iraq, joined the Umayyad court and wrote odes in 
their praise. A collection of his poetry has been published. 
'AMMAR IBN YASIR: 'Ammar Ibn Yasir Al-KananI (d. 
37/657) was one of the earliest Companions to embrace Islam. He 
built the first Islamic mosque at Quba', was appointed governor of 
Kufah by 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, joined the army of 'AH and was 
killed at the battle of Siffin. 

AL-AMIDl: Sayf ad-Din Abu Al-Hassan 'AH Ibn Abl 'All Ibn 
Muhammad Ibn Salim At-Taghlibi Al-Amidi, a jurist, mull and 
theologian, was born in Amid in 551/1156. He went to Baghdad 
and from there to Syria and then to Cairo. He became famous for his 
learning and students flocked to him. Out of envy, some scholars 
attributed wrong ideas to him and then attacked him, whereupon, he 
left Egypt and went to Damascus where he died in 630/1233. His 
writings include Al-Ihfcdmji Usui al-Ahfcdm, and Muntaha al-Usul, 
concerning legal theory, and Ghdyat al-Maramfi 'Urn al-Kalam in 
theology. 

'AMR IBN 'UBAYD: Abu 'Uthman 'Amr Ibn 'Ubayd (80/699- 
144/761) initiated, along with his brother-in-law Wassil Ibn 'Ata' 
(d. 131/748), the Mu'tazili theology. 'Arnr was known for his 
devotion and asceticism. He was bom in Basrah and died on the 
way back from a trip to Makkah. His writings include a collection of 
the comments of Al-Hassan Al-Basri on the Qur'an and a book on 
divine unity and justice. 

AL-'AYNI: Badr ad-Din Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Al- c Ayni (d. 
855/1451), a renowned scholar of Hanafi /?#/*, hadlth, tafslr, usul, 
history and grammar, and a prolific writer, was bom in Kaykin, 
brought up in 'Ayntab, learned from scholars in Halab and Quds, 
and settled in Cairo, where he lectured, gave fatawa and served as 
chief judge (qddi al-quddi). His writings include, among others, a 
voluminous commentary on the Sahlh of Al-Bukhari, a commentary 
on Kanz ad-Daqaiq on Hanafi fiqh, and Aqd al-Jumdn, 
concerning history. 

'A'ISHAH: Umm al-Mu'miriin 'A'ishah bint Abi Bakr As- 
Siddiq, a great narrator of hadlth, a distinguished jurist and very 
knowledgeable in Arabic history and literature, was married to the 
Prophet (peace be on him) in the second year after the Hijrah, and of 
all his wives she was most dear to him. She was not happy with the 
latter part of 'Uthman 's rule, but when he was killed she led the 
campaign calling for avenging his blood. This led her to the Battle of 
the Camel against 'All. The last years of her life she passed quietly 
and she died in 58/678. The number of ahddlth she narrated reaches 
2,270. 
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'ALI IBN ABI TALIB: c AlI Ibn Abi Talib, a cousin and son-in- 
law of the Prophet (peace be on him), one of the three earliest 
Muslims, the fourth caliph, and a great scholar of the Qur'an, hadith 
mdfiqh. He died in Kufah in 40/660. 

AL-ANBARI: Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn Al-Qasim Ibn 
Muhammad Ibn Bashar Al-Anbarl (271/884-328/940) was a scholar 
of the Qur'an and hadith, a man of letters and a grammarian. He 
came from Al-Anbar, a city near the Euphrates River in Iraq. His 
writings include Al-Kaji in grammar, Gharib al-Hadlth in hadith, 
and Sharh al-Qasa 'id as-Sab 'ah at-Tiwal and Al-Adddd in literature. 
AL-ASH'ARI: Abu Al-Hassan Al-Ash'ari (260/873-324/935), 
founding head of the Ash'ari school of theology, was in his early 
career a pupil of the famous Mu'tazill theologian Al-Jubba'I. 
However, at the age of forty he realized that the Mu'tazill theology 
was in conflict with the Qur'an and Sunnah. Therefore, he gave it 
up and developed a new theology which, thanks to the works of 
some great thinkers and writers in the following centuries, became 
the dominant ideology of the Muslim world. Al-Ash'ari expounded 
his ideas in many books, the most important of which are Al-Ibdnah 
and Al-Luma\ His Maqalat al-Isldmiyyln is the most authentic 
history of early Islamic theology. For the quote above from that 
work, see the edition by H. Ritter, op cit., pp. 155-156. 
AL-AWZA'I: Abu 'Amr 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn 'Amr Al-Awza 4 I 
(88/707-157/774) was the imam of the Syrians in hadith mdfiqh. 
He first lived at Al-Awza' in Damascus, then moved to Beirut where 
he died. He composed a book on hadith, and his fiqh dominated 
Spain up to the time of Al-Hakam Ibn Hisham (d. 207/822). 
AYYUR AS-SAKHTIYANI: Abu Bakr Ayyub Ibn Abu 
Tamlmah Klsan As-SakhtiyanI (66/685-131/748) was a great 
narrator of hadith and a leading faqlh famous for his piety and 
ascetic living, has narrated about 800 ahddlth. He was based in 
Basrah. 

AL-BAGHAWI: Abu Muhammad Al-Hussayn Ibn Mas'ud Ibn 
Muhammad Al-Baghawl (436/1044-516/1122) was the auuthor of 
Sharh as-Sunnah and a voluminous commentary on the Qur'an, 
Ma l alim at-Tanzil, besides many other books. 
AL-BAJI: Abu Al-Walld Sulayman Ibn Khalaf Al-Bajl (d. 
474/1081), a Spanish scholar of hadith and a MalikI jurist and 
judge, was born in Beja and died in Almeria, Spain. (See Al- 
Zarkall, Al- 'Alam, vol. Ill, p. 125). His abridged edition has been 
mentioned by Dr. Saghlr Hassan Ma'sumI, ed., Ikhtilaf al-Fuqaha' 
li Imam At-Tahdwl (Islamabad: Islamic Research Institute, 
1391/1971), p. 39. 
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AL-BALKHI: Abu MutT Al-Hakam Ibn 'Abdullah Al-Balkhl (d. 
199/814) was one of the most distinguished students of Imam Abu 
Hanlfah. The famous hadlth scholar 'Abdullah Ibn Al-Mubarak had 
great respect for his fiqh and piety. Cf. Adh-Dhahabi, Mizdn Al- 
'Itidal 1:574. 

AL-BAQILLANI: Qadi Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn At-Tayylb Al- 
Baqillani (d. 403/1013) was one of the most outstanding Ash'ari 
theologians. He was bom in Basrah in 338/949, settled in Baghdad 
where he died. His writings include At-Tamhld ji ar-Radd 'aid al- 
Malahadah Al-Mu'attlah, Al-Insdf, Kashf Asrdr al-Bdtinlyyah in 
theology, and Ijdz al-Qur'dn on the inimitability of the Qur'an. 
AL-BAYHAQI: Abu Bakr Ahmad Ibn Al-Hussayn 'All Al- 
Bayhaqi (d. 458/1066) was a leading scholar of hadlth from 
Khurasan. His works include As-Sunan al-Kubrd (Hyderabad, 
1352 A.H.), Al-Asmd' wa as-Siffdt [ed. by Muhammad Zahid Al- 
Kawthari (Cairo: Dar As-Sa'adah, 1358)] and Dalail an- 
Nubuwwah [ed. by Dr. 'Abdul-Mutl' Qala'jl (Beirut: Dar Al-Kutub 
Al-'Ilmlyyah, 1405/1985)]. The latter is the work referred to in the 
commentary. 

AL-BAZZAR: Abu Bakr Ahmad Ibn ' Amr Ibn ' Abdul-Khaliq Al- 
Bazzar (d. 292/905) was a great scholar of hadlth and the author of 
a Musnad collection of ahddlth. Al-HaythamI has collected his 
additional ahddlth under the title Kashf al-Astdr 'an Zawd'id Al- 
Bazzdr (ed. Habib Ax-Rahman Al-A'zamI; Beirut: Mu'assasat Ar- 
Risalah) in four volumes. Al-Bazzar was from Basrah. He lectured 
on hadlth in Baghdad, Isfahan and Damascus. He died at Ramlah. 
BILQIS: Bilqis was the name given to the Queen of Sheba who 
ruled over Yemen when Solomon (965-926 B.C.) ruled over 
Palestine and the neighboring area in the north. She is referred to in 
the Qur'an, 27:22-44. 

BISHR AL-MARISI: Bishr Ibn Ghayath Al-MarisI (d. 218/833), 
a Hanafi jurist from Baghdad and the titular head of the MarisI 
school of Mu'tazilah theologians, used to vehemently defend the 
Mu'tazill thesis that the Qur'an is created. 

AD-DAHHAK: Abu Al-Qasim Ad-Dahhak Ibn Muzahim Al- 
Balkhl Al-KhurasanI (d. 105/723) was an outstanding commentator 
on the Qur'an and a great teacher. He maintained a school which had 
3,000 students. He wrote a commentary on the Qur'an. He died in 
Khurasan. 

AD-DARANI: Abu Sulayman 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Ahmad Ibn 
'Atfah Ad-DaranI (d. 215/830) was a renowned Sufi was from 
Daran, a village in the suburbs of Damascus. He is recorded to have 
said, "Gnosis is that you do not aspire to anything in the world 
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except the One." (See Jami\ Nafahat al-Uns, Lucknow: 
Nawalkishore, 1910, p. 40). 

AD-DARIMI: Abu Sa'id 'Uthman Ibn Sa'id Ad-Darimi As- 
Sijistanl (200/815-280/894) was the leading scholar of hadlth during 
his time and the compiler of Sunan Ad-Dariml. He was also the 
author of a work on the refutation of the Jahmlyyah whose author 
was the Mu'tazili theologian, Bishr Al-Marfsl. This work was 
included in Aqaid as-Salaf, ed. by 'All SamI Nasshar and 'Ammar 
Jami' At-Talibi (Alexandria: Al-Ma'arif, 1971), pp. 253-566. 
ADH-DHAHABI: Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn 'Uthman Adh- 
Dhahabl (673/1274-748/1348), a great scholar and critic of hadlth 
and a distinguished historian, Turkish by origin, he was born in 
Damascus and died there. He was the author of about a hundred 
books, the most important of which are Tadhkirat al-Huffdz (four 
volumes), Mizan al-'ltiddljt Naqd ar-Rijal (three volumes), Tajrld 
Asmd ' As-Sahdbah (two volumes), Al-Mustadrak 'aid Mustadrak 
Al-Hakim in hadlth, and Duwal al-Isldm (two volumes), Tdrlkh al- 
Isldm Al-Kablr (thirty-six volumes) in history, and Siyar A lam An- 
Nubald ' (twenty-three volumes) in biography. 
AD-DUHHAK: Ibn Al-Qasim Ad-Duhhak Ibn Muzahim 
(102/720), a scholar of the Qur'an, was a student of Sa'id Ibn 
Jubayr, ratherthan of Ibn 'Abbas. 

AL-FAZARI: Taj ad-Din Al-Fazari (d. 690 A.H.), known as Al- 
Firkah, was originally from Egypt but was known for his life in 
Damascus. According to Ibn Kathlr, he was known for being 
knowledgable in many different fields. 

AL-GHAZALl: Abu Hamid Muhammad Al-Ghazali (450/1058- 
550/1 1 1 1) is known as hujjat al-Islam for his profound criticism of 
Greek philosophy and the defense of Islamic faith. He was born at 
Tus, studied fiqh and kalam with Imam al-Haramayn Al-Juwaynl, 
took up teaching at the Nizamlyyah College in Baghdad, later gave 
that up and pursued a Sufi tarlqah, and finally settled in his home 
town and devoted himself to writing and teaching. His writings 
include many books on Shafi 4 ! /?#/*, a great work on the principles 
life under the title Ihya 'Uliim ad-Dln, which is his magnum opus, a 
profound criticism of Greek philosophy, Tahdfut al-Faldsafah, a 
brilliant exposition of Ash'ari theology, Al-Iqtisdd ft al-I'tiqdd, and 
many books on Sufism. Al-Ghazali's writings, however, are not 
free from undesirable^ philosophical and mystical influences. 
AL-HAMADHANl: Abu Al-'Ala Al-Hassan Ibn Ahmad Ibn Al- 
Hassan (d. 569/1173) was an expert in Qur'anic studies, an 
outstanding narrator and a scholar of hadlth at Hamadhan. 
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AL-HAMADHANI: Abu Ja'far Muhammad Ibn Abl 'All Al- 
Hassan Ibn Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullah Al-HamadhanI (d. 53 1/1 137) 
was an ascetic and devotee. He was also a great scholar of hadith. 
HAMMAD IBN ZAYD: Abu Isma'Il Hammad Ibn Zayd Ibn 
Dirham (98/717-179/795) was a great narrator of hadith who was 
bom in Basrah to a family of Iranian origin. All six compilers of 
hadith have accepted his reported ahddith. 

HAMMAD IBN SALAMAH: Abu Salamah Hammad Ibn Dinar 
(d. 167/783) was a man of letters, a renowned grammarian of the 
Basrah school, and an outstanding narrator of hadith. He was 
known for his worship and devotion. 

HASSAN IBN THABIT: Hassan Ibn Thabit Ibn Al-Mundhir (d. 
54/674), the poet of the Prophet (peace be on him) from the Khazraj 
tribe of the Ansar, defended Islam through his poetry. His Diwan 
(collection of poems) has been published. The verse quoted here 
was mentioned by Al-Mubarrad in Al-Kamil fi al-Lughah wa al- 
Adab (Beirut: Maktabat Al-Ma'arif, n.d.), pp. 9-10. 
AL-HARWI: Abu Isma'Il 'Abdullah Ibn Muhammad Ibn 'All Al- 
Ansari Al-Harwl (396/1005-481/1088) was a scholar of hadith, a 
Hanball jurist, an outstanding Sufi and the author of a short and 
concise but very popular text on mystical stages, Mandzil as-Sd y irln, 
which has been commented upon by many scholars including Ibn 
Al-Qayylm, whose three volume commentary, Madarij as-Salikln, 
seeks to review Sufi concepts and practices in the light of the 
Qur'an, the Sunnah, and lives of the Elders. Among Al-HarwI's 
other works, we have Al-Faruq fi as-Sifdt and Manaqib al-Imam 
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal. He was bom in Qandhar and died in Hirat, in 
Afghanistan. 

AL-HASSAN AL-BASRI: Abu Sa'Id Ibn Al-Hassan Ibn Yasir 
Al-Basri (21/642-1 10/728), an eminent Successor, a great scholar, a 
prolific narrator of hadith, a commentator on the Qur'an, a jurist, 
preacher and ascetic, was the most outstanding personality of his 
time. Fearless in his criticism of wrong governmental practices, he 
had hot exchanges with the notorious Umayyad governor, Al-Hajjaj 
Ibn Yusuf, who could not cause him any harm. He was bom in 
Madinah and died in Basrah. 

HUDHAYFAH: Abu Abdullah Hudhayfah Ibn Hisl Ibn Jabir Al- 
Yaman Al-'AbassI (d. 36/656) was a Companion of the Prophet 
(peace be on him) famous for his chivalry. He had the distinction 
that the Prophet (peace be on him) had informed him of the names of 
the hypocrites. He took part in various battles during the reign of 
'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, who appointed him governor of Al-Mada'in 
where he died. 
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AL-HUMAYDl: Abu Bakr 'Abdullah Ibn Al-Zubayr Ibn 'Isa Al- 
Qarshi Al-Humaydi, (d. 219/834) was the compiler of the Musnad 
Al-Humaydl, ed. by Habib Ax-Rahman Al-'Azami (Madinah: Al- 
Maktabah As-Salafiyyah, n.d.). 

IBN ' ABB AS: 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas, a cousin of the Prophet 
(peace be on him), one of the two most eminent scholars of the 
Qur'an among the Companions, the fourth most prolific narrator of 
hadlth, and a distinguished jurist. His expositions of Qur'anic 
verses form part of every commentary on the Qur'an; however, 
many comments that are attributed to him are not genuine. For the 
words that are quoted above in the text, see Al-Hakim, Mustadrak 
'ala as-Sahlhaynfi al-Hadlth (Hyderabad, India, 1341 A.H.; reprint 
Riyadh: Maktabat An-Nasr Al-Hadlthah; henceforth referred to as 
Al-Hakim), vol. 2, p. 381; 'Abdur-Razzaq Ibn Hammam As- 
San'anl, Al-Musannaf, ed. by Habib Ar-Rahman Al-'Azami (Beirut: 
Al-Maktab Al-Islami, 1391/1971), hadlth no. 6033. 
IBN 'ABDUL-BARR: Shaykh al-Islam Abu 'Umar Yusuf Ibn 
'Abdullah Ibn Muhammad Ibn 'Abdul-Barr (368/978-463/1071), a 
distinguished scholar of hadlth, an eminent MalikI jurist and 
historian came from Cordoba in Spain. His writings include Al- 
Istl'abfiMa 'rifat al-Ashab (a biographical work on the Companions 
of the Prophet (peace be on him), At-Tamhld limdji al-Muwatta min 
al-Ma 'am wa al-Asanld (a commentary on Imam Malik's Muwatta), 
Jami ' Bayan Al- 71m wa Fadlihi, and others. 
IBN ABl AL-HADID: 'izz ad-Din Abu Hamid Ibn Hibat Allah 
(d. 655/1257) was a man of letters and a poet. He was bom in Al- 
Mada'in. Later he moved to Baghdad where he served in the 
government, becoming a close friend of the vizier Ibn Al-'Alqaml. 
He is famous for his commentary on Nahj al-Balaghah. 
IBN ABI SHAYBAH: Abu Bakr 'Abdullah Ibn Muhammad Ibn 
Al-QadI Abu Shaybah (d. 235/849) was a leading scholar of hadlth 
from Kufah. He was the author of Al-Musannaffi al-Ahadlth wa al- 
Athar (Mukhtar Ahmad An-Nadwl, ed.; Bombay: Dar As- 
Salafiyyah, 15 volumes), ^Musnad and other books. 
IBN AL-'ALA: Abu 'Amr Zaban Ibn 'Ala Ibn 'Ammar At- 
Tamimi, a man of letters and one of the seven leading reciters of the 
Qur'an, was born in Makkah in 70/689, brought up in Basrah and 
died in Kufah in 154/767. 

IBN <AQlL: Abu Al-Wafa' 'All Ibn 'Aqil Ibn Muhammad Ibn 
'Aqil (431/1040-513/1119) was a great scholar of fiqh, usul and 
kalam from Baghdad. He was the leader of the Hanbalis in his time. 
His writings include an encyclopaedic work, Kitdb al-Funun, Al- 
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Fusul, Kifayat al-Muftl on Kanbahfiqh, and another work on the 
principles of jurisprudence. 

IBN AL-'ARABI: Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullah Ibn 
Muhammad, commonly known as Ibn Al-'Arabi, was a scholar of 
the Qur'an and hadlth as well as a Malik! jurist and scholar of 
history. He was born in Ishbiliah, Spain in 468/1085. He served as 
a judge in the same city. He died in 543/1 148 in Al-Adwa in the East 
and was buried in Fas. His writings include Ahkdm al-Quran, Al- 
Masdlikfi Shark Muwatta Malik, and Al-Qawdsim wa al- Awasim. 
IBN 'ARABI: Abu Bakr Muhiy ad-Din Muhammad Ibn 'All At- 
Ta'I, commonly known as Ibn 'Arabi/Ibn Al-'ArabI, (560/1165- 
638/1240), was born in Murcia (Spain) and died in Damascus. A 
mystic of vast learning, great intellect and fertile imagination, he 
expounded and elaborated the philosophy of wahdat al-wujud that 
dominated the Islamic world for centuries and still exercises 
considerable influence. For his biography, see Sayed Husayn Nasr, 
Three Muslim Sages (Harvard, Cambridge, 1964), pp. 92-102. The 
best work on his philosophy is by Dr. A. E. 'Affifi, The Mystical 
Philosophy ofMuhyidDln IbnulArabl (Lahore: Ashra, reprint from 
C.U.P. 

IBN AL-ATHlR: Majd ad-Din Abu As-Sadat Al-Mubarak Ibn 
Muhammad Ibn Al-Athir Al-Jazri (d. 606/1209) is famous for his 
JamV ^4/-Usul ji ahddlth ar-Rasul [ed. by 'Abdul-Qadir Al- 
Aranawut (Maktabah Al-Halwani and Maktabah Dar Al-Bayan, 
1389/1969)] in which he put together the ahddlth of Al-Bukharf, 
Muslim, At-Tirmidhl, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'I and the Muwatta of 
Malik, as well as for a lexicon on hadlth, An-Nihayah ji Gharib al- 
Hadlth wa al-Athar [ed. by Tahir Ahmad Al-Zawl and Mahmud 
Muhammad At-Tanji (Cairo: Al-Maktabah Al-Islamiyyah, 
1383/1903)]. 

IBN HAMSHADH: Abu Mansur Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullah Ibn 
Muhammad Ibn Hamshadh (d. 388/998) was a scholar of hadlth, a 
Shafi'I jurist and ascetic who came from Nishapur. 
IBN HAZM: Abu Muhammad 'All Ibn Ahmad Ibn Sa'Id Ibn 
Hazm (384/994-456/1064), a man of letters and a poet, Zahiri in 
fiqh, rationalist in theology, and a historian of theology, was born in 
Cordoba to a family whose ancestors were Iranian. His writings 
include Al-Muhalla, in fiqh, Al-Ihkam fi Usui al-Ahkam, in 
principles of jurisprudence, and Al-Fasl ji al-Milal wa al-Ahwd f wa 
an-Nihal, in theology. 

IBN KATHIR: Abu Al-Fida' Isma'il Ibn 4 Amr Ibn Kathlr 
(700/1301-774/1372), a commentator on the Qur'an, scholar of 
hadlth, jurist and historian, was bom in Jandal in the province of 
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Basrah and then moved to Damascus where he died and was buried 
near the grave of his teacher, Ibn Taymlyyah. Among his writings 
mention may be made of a very popular commentary of the Qur'an, 
entitled Tafsir al-Quran al-'Azim, a voluminous work on history, 
Al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, a summary of Ibn Salah's 'Ulum al- 
ii adith, Kutub al-Hudd ft Ahadlth al-Masdnid wa as-Sunan, and At- 
Takmllfi Ma 'rifat ath-Thiqdt wa adh-Dhu 'afd wa al-Majdhll. 
IBN KULLAB: Abu Muhammad 'Abdullah Ibn Sa'Id Ibn Kullab 
Al-Qattan (d. ca. 240/854), was the leader of the Ahl as-Sunnah in 
his time. His followers were later absorbed into the Ash'aris. [See 
Al-Maqdisi, Ahsan at-Taqdslm (Leiden: 1885), p. 37. 
IBN MALIK: Abu 'Abdullah Jamal ad-Din Muhammad Ibn 
'Abdullah Ibn Malik At-Ta'I, a grammarian and man of letters, was 
bom in Jayan in 600/1203, and settled in Damascus where he died 
in 672/1273. His works include Khulasat al-Alfiyyah, Tashll al- 
Fawd 'id and Shahdhid at-Tawdlh. 

IBN MAS UD: Abu Ma'bad 'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud ■ (d. 32/652) 
was one of the first six to embrace Islam; he served the Prophet for 
many years. He was the most knowledgeable Companion of the 
Qur'an. 'Umar Al-Faruq, the second caliph, sent him to Kufah to 
teach the Qur'an, where he also served as a judge and was in charge 
of the government treasury. 

IBN AL-MUBARAK: Abu 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Al-Mubarak 
(118/736-181/797) was a famous scholar of hadlth. He traveled a 
great deal and collected ahadlth. He lived off of trade, participated in 
jihad and gave generously for the sake of Allah. He compiled a 
collection of ahadlth on jihad and another on ar-riqdq ('words that 
soften the heart'). He was born in Marwa and died in Hit, near Ar- 
Raqqah in Iraq. 

IBN Al-QAYYIM: Shams ad-Din Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad Ibn 
Abl Bakr Ibn Ayyub, commonly known as Ibn Al-Qayylm, an 
eminent scholar of the Qur'an, hadith, fiqh, principles of 
jurisprudence, and a great writer, was bom in Damascus, studied 
with his great teacher Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymlyyah for sixteen 
years, and established himself as his most distinguished disciple, 
expounding his ideas and developing his thought. His writings 
include Zdd al-Ma 'ad (a famous work on the life and practice of the 
Prophet), I'lam al-Muwaqqa'in in jurisprudence, Shifd' aWAlll ji 
Masa HI al-Qadd ' wa al-Qadr wa al-Hikmat wa at-Ta 'III, in theology, 
and Maddrij as-Sdlikln (a commentary on the Sufi text Mandzil as- 
Sd'irin by 'Abdullah Al-Ansari Al-Harwi, reviewing the whole 
gamut of Sufi practice, experience and thought and expounding the 
sulukof the Salaf. 
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IBN RUSHD: Abu Al-Walld Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn Rushd, 
the great Spanish jurist, judge and philosopher, was born in 
Cordoba in 520/1126 and died in Morocco in 595/1199. He 
commented upon the works of Aristotle and was known as "the 
Commentator of the Middle Ages". His writings include a very 
popular work on comparative fiqh, Bidayat al-Mujtahid wa Nihayat 
al-Muqtasid, a refutation of Al-Ghazali's refutation of philosophy, 
Tahafut at-Tahafut, and an exposition of his own method in 
theology, Al-Kashf 'an Manahif al-Adillah fi Aqa 'id al-Millah. 
IBN SlRlN: Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn Sirin Al-Ansari (d. 
1 10/728), a very distinguished Successor, a great narrator of hadith, 
and zfaqih, was known for his piety and devotions. 
IBN 'UMAR: 'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (d. ca. 
74/693) was one of the most outstanding younger Companions. He 
was a learned scholar who was known for his piety and strict 
imitation of prophetic precepts. He also distinguished himself as a 
narrator of hadith, second only to the most prolific narrator, Abu 
Hurayrah. 

'IKRIMAH: Abu 'Abdullah 'Ikrimah, a Berber slave of Ibn 
'Abbas, freed after the death of his master by the latter's son, 'All, 
distinguished himself as a scholar of the Qur'an. Ash-Sha'bi said 
about him, "There is no one on earth more knowledgeable about the 
Book of Allah than 'Ikrimah." See Adh-Dhahabi, At-Tafslr wa al- 
Mufassirun (Cario: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Hadlthah, 1396/1967), vol. 1 , 
p. 111. 

IMRA' AL-QAYS: Imra' Al-Qays Ibn Hajar Ibn Al-Harith from 
the tribe of Kindah is generally held to have been the most eminent 
poet of pre-Islamic Arabia. He was killed in 545 C.E. 
ISHAQ IBN RAHAWAYH: Abu Muhammad Ishaq Ibn Ibrahim 
Rahawayh (161/778-238/952), the most distinguished scholar of 
hadith and law of inheritance (fara'id) in Khurasan of his time. Al- 
Bukhari, Muslim, At-TirmidhI and other scholars of hadith have all 
reported from him. 

JA'D IBN DIRHAM: Ja'd Ibn Dirham (d. 118/736) was the 
teacher of Marwan Ibn Muhammad, governor of Iraq during the 
reign of Hisham Ibn 'Abdul-Malik. He also influenced the views of 
Al-Jahm Ibn Safwan, founder of the Jahmiyyah school of 
theologians. Ja'd believed that man had no free will, that the Qur'an 
is created, that Allah did not speak to Moses, and that Allah did not 
take Abraham as an intimate friend. On account of these 
blasphemies, Khalid Al-Qasri, the governor of Iraq, executed him. 
JAHM IBN SAFWAN: Abu Mahraz Jahm Ibn Safwan, the 
leader of the Jahmiyyah, was bom in Khurasan, lived his early 
years in Tirmidh, entered into a debate with some Buddhists which 
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lead him to complete skepticism. After forty days he regained faith 
in God but, towing the line of Ja'd Ibn Dirham, he denied that God 
had attributes over and above His Essence. He also denied freedom 
of will and the eternity of Paradise and Hell. He was killed along 
with Al-Harith Ibn Surayj in a battle against the Umayyads. See At- 
Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Muluk (Beirut: Dar Ihya At-Turath 
Al-'Arabi, n.d.), vol. 7, pp. 220-221, 236-237. 
AL-JAWZIJANP. Abu 'All Al-Jawzijani was a disciple of 
Muhammad Ibn 'All Al-Hakim At-TirmidhI (d. 216/831) in 
tasawwuf. He was a comtemporary of Junayd Al-BaghdadI (d. 
297/909). _ 

AL-JAWARIBI: Dawud Al-JawaribI was a Rafidi and an 
anthropomorphist. He believed that God was a body, though not 
solid within. See Adh-Dhahabi, Mizan al-V tidal, entry 2661; Al- 
Ash'ari, Maqalat, p. 209; Al-BaghdadI, Al-Farq bayn al-Firaq 
(Beirut: Dar Al-Afaq Al-Jadldah, 1393/1973), p. 320. 
AL-JUWAYNI: Abu Al-Ma'all 'Abdul-Malik Ibn 'Abdullah Al- 
Juwayni (419/1028-478/1085), commonly known as Imam al- 
Haramayn, an erudite scholar, an eminent Shaft 'I jurist and the most 
distinguished Ash' an theologian of his time, hailed from Juwayn, a 
small town in the vicinity of Nishapur in Iran. His works on 
theology include Kitab al-Irshad (a classic of Ash'ari theology), 
Ash-Shdmilfi Usui ad-Dln and Al- Aqldah an-Nizamlyyah (his last 
word on the subject). 

AL-KHALLAL: Abu Bakr Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Harun Ibn 
Yazid Al-Khallal (d. 310/922) was a leading scholar of hadlth and a 
Hanbaliya#f/z at Baghdad. 

AL-KHUNJI: Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad Ibn Namawar Ibn 
'Abdul-Malik Al-Khunji (590/1194-646/1248) was an Iranian 
scholar of fiqh, logic and philosophy. He was appointed judge in 
Cairo where he settled and later died. His writings include Khasf al- 
Asrarfi Ghawamid al-Afkar and Al-Mujizfi al-Asrar in logic, Al- 
Jumal, summarizing the Nihayat aU Amal of Ibn Marzuq At- 
Tilimsanl. 

AL-KHUSRUSHAHl: 'Abdul-Hamid Ibn 'Isa Al-Khusrushahl 
(580/1184-652/1254) was a Shafi'I jurist, theologian and 
philosopher. He was born at Khusrushah, a town in the vicinity of 
Marwa. He was a student of Fakhr ad-Din Ar-Razl. After Ar-Razi's 
death, he went to Syria where he taught and wrote. He then went to 
Al-Kark and joined the company of Al-Malik An-Nasir. Finally he 
went to Damascus where he later died. His writings include an 
abridgement of Kitab ash-Shifa c by Ibn Slna, an abridgement of Al- 
Muhadhdhab mfiqh, and Tatimmah al-Ayat al-Bayyinat. 
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LABID: Labld Ibn Rabl'ah Ibn Malik Al-Amlri was one of the 
seven top poets of pre-Islamic Arabia. He embraced Islam at the 
hand of the Prophet (peace be on him) and later settled in Kufah 
where he died in 41/661. His Diwan, poetry collection, has been 
published and translated into German. 

AL-LAYTH IBN SA'D: Abu Al-Harith Al-Layth Ibn Sa'd 
(94/713-175/791) was the most famous scholar of Egypt of his time 
and an eminent faqih. Ash-Shaf?I said that he was a better faqih 
than Malik. It is unfortunate that he did not have students like those 
of the other masters to develop his fiqh. He was born in Khurasan, 
and served as aqddi in Cairo, where he died. 
AL-LALKA'I: Abu Al-Qasim Hibbatullah Ibn Al-Hassan Ibn 
Mansur At-Tabari Al-Lalka'I (d. 418/1027), was a scholar of 
hadith, 2l Shafi'I jurist and a theologian. He was originally from Iran 
but settled in Baghdad and died in Dinawr. His writings include 
Shark Usui Vtiqdd Ahl as-Sunnah wa al-Jamd'ah, Madhdhib AM 
as-Sunnah, Kitdb Rijdl as-Sahdbah, Karamdt al-Awliyd\ and 
others. 

AL-MAKKI: ' Abdul-'AzIz Ibn Yahya Ibn 'Abdul-'AzIz Al-Makkl 
(d. 240/854), a disciple of Imam Ash-Shafi'I, visited Baghdad 
during the time of Al-Ma'mun (198/813-218/833) where he had a 
debate with the Mu'tazill theologian, Bishr Al-MarisI on the issue of 
whether or not the Qur'an is created. Al-Hidah (edited by Jamil 
Saliba; Damascus, 1384/1964) which is attributed to him contains a 
refutation of the Mu'tazill viewpoint. Adh-DhahabI doubted that it 
was his work [see Mizdn Al- 'Itidal, ed. by c AlI Ahmad Al-Bajawl 
(Beirut: Dar Al-Ma'rifah), 2:639), and his student, As-Subkl, agreed 
with his assessment (see Tabaqdt Ash-Shdfi 'lyyak al-Kubrd (Beirut: 
Dar Al-Ma'rifah, second edition), vol. 2, p. 145. 
MALIK IBN ANAS: Malik Ibn Anas Ibn Malik (d. 179/795), 
founder of the MalikI school of fiqh, was the leader of the 
muhaddithun of Madinah during his time. His famous work, Al- 
Muwattd, is a collection of ahddlth containing also the statements of 
Companions and Successors and forms the basis of the fiqh he 
developed. A book on theology, Ar-Risdlah ft al-Qadr wa ar-Radd 
'aid al-Qadariyyah, has been attributed to him, but its authenticity is 
doubtful. 

MALIK IBN DINAR: Abu Yahya Malik Ibn Dinar Al-BasrI, a 
famous narrator of ahddlth, lived a simple and ascetic life earning 
his livelihood by copying the Qur'an. he died at Basrah in 1 3 1/748. 
Al-MATURIDI: Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Mahmud Al- 
Maturidl (d. 333/944), from a village near Samarqand, was an 
erudite scholar and leader of the orthodox theologians in the East. 
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He developed kaldm on the lines of Abu Hanlfah. His books include 
Kitdb at-Tawhid, Kitdb Tawilat al-Qur'an, and Aw ham al- 
Mu 'tazilah. 

MU'ALLA: Abu Yaia Mu'alla Ibn Mansur (d. 211/826) was a 
student of the great Hanafi Imams, Abu Yusuf and Muhammad 
Ash-Shaybani. He was an eminent jurist in his own right. He 
passed on their works and views. He also narrated ahddlth, and was 
respected for his piety. 

MU'AWIYAH: Mu'awlyah Ibn Abl Sufyan Sakhr Ibn Harb Ibn 
Umayyah was the founder of the Umayyad dynasty and a great 
administrator. He embraced Islam in 8 A.H., when Makkah was 
conquered. As a scribe of the Prophet (peace be on him), he wrote 
down Qur'anic revelations. He served as governor of Jordan at the 
time of 4 Umar and of all of Syria at the time of 'Uthman. When 'All 
became the caliph, he did not submit to him. This led to the Battle of 
Siffin. After 'All, All's son Al-Hassan handed over the caliphate to 
Mu'awlyah in 41 A.H. Mu'awlyah continued to rule until his death 
in 60/680. 

MU'ADH IBN JABAL: Abu 'Abdur-Rahman Mu'adh Ibn Jabal 
Ibn 'Amr Ibn Aws Al-Ansari (d. 18/639) was a great Companion of 
the Prophet from the Khazraj tribe of Madinah. He participated in all 
the battles of Islam beginning with Badr. The Prophet (peace be on 
him) appointed him qddi in Yemen. He narrated 157 ahddlth, died in 
Jordan and was burried in Al-Qasir. 

MUHAMMAD IBN AL-HASSAN: Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad 
Ibn Al-Hassan Ibn Farqad Ash-Shaybani (131/748-189/864), the 
most distinguished disciple of Abu Hanlfah, second only to Abu 
Yusuf, was born in Wasit and spent his early years in Kufah where 
he joined the company of Abu Hanlfah. Later, he moved to Baghdad 
and was appointed judge. He died in Ar-Rayy. Hanafi fiqh owes 
more to him for its development than to anyone else. His works 
include Al-Mabsut (a compendium of fiqh), As-Siyar (in 
international law), Al-Hujjah 'aid Ahl Al-Madinah, Al-JdmV al- 
Kablr, and AUJdmi ' as-Saghir. 

MUJAHID: Mujahid Ibn Jubayr Al-Makki (21/642-104/722) was 
the most eminent student of the great commentator on the Qur'an 
and Companion, 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas. His comments on the 
Qur'an have been collected and published with notes under the title 
Tafslr Mujahid by ' Abdur-Rahman At-Tahim Muhammad As-SuratI 
(Islamabad, Pakistan: Majma' Al-Buhuth) in two volumes. 
MUQATIL: Abu Al-Hassan Muqatil Ibn Sulayman Ibn Bashlr (d. 
150/767), a distinguished commentator on the Qur'an, was 
originally from Balkh and settled in Basrah. His writings include 
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Nawddir at-Tafslr, Mutashabih al-Qur'dn, An-Ndsikh wa al- 
Mansukh (all regarding the Qur'an) and Ar-Radd 'aid al-Qadariyyah 
(in theology). See Al-Zarkali, Al-A 'lam, 7:281. 
MUTARRIF: Abu 'Abdullah Mutarrif Ibn ' Abdullah Ibn Ash- 
Shikhkhlr Al-'Amii (d. 87/706), was a great Successor. He was 
born during the time of the Prophet (peace be on him), went to 
Basrah where he settled and where he died. An ascetic in life, he is 
considered a reliable narrator ofhadlth. 

AN-NAKHA'I: Ibrahim Ibn' Yazld Ibn Qays Al-Aswad An- 
Nakha'I (46/666-96/715) was one of the most eminent Successors. 
He distinguished himself as afaqih; in fact, he developed afiqh of 
his own, and was known as the faqlh of Iraq. He lived in Kufah. 
AN-NASAFI: Abu Al-Mu'in Maymun Ibn Muhammad An-Nasafi 
(d. 580/1184) was an eminent theologian of the Maturidi school. 
His writings include, among others, At-TamhidliQawa 'id at-Tawhid 
and Tabsirat al-Adillah. A commentary on the former has been 
written by Husam ad-Din Hussaynl Ibn 'AH Al-Hanafi. 
AN-NASAFI: Abu Al-Barakat 'Abdullah Ibn AJimad Ibn Mahmud 
An-Nasafi (d. 710/1310) was an eminent scholar of hadith, a Hanafi 
jurist, a legal theorist and a commentator on the Qur'an. His 
writings include Maddrik at-Tanzil wa Haqd 'iq At-Tawll in Qur'anic 
exegesis, Al-Kafi Ji Shark al-Wdfi and Kanz ad-Daqaiq in fiqh, 
and Mandr al-Anwdr in legal theory. The latter became very popular 
and many scholars wrote commentaries on it. 
NEGUS: The Negus who ruled over Abyssinia at the time of the 
Prophet (peace be on him) and whose real name was Ashamah 
welcomed the Muslims who left Makkah and took shelter in his 
country when they were being persecuted by the pagans of the 
Quraysh tribe. The Negus was convinced of Islam, and embraced it. 
He died in the 8th year of the Hijrah when Makkah was conquered. 
The Prophet (peace be on him) offered the funeral prayer in absentia 
at his death. (See Ibn Hajar, Al-Isdbahfi Tamyiz as-Sahdbah, Cairo: 
Al-Maktabah Ash-Sharqiyyah, 1 325/1909, 1:117). 
NU'AYM: Abu 'Abdullah Nu'aym Ibn Hammad Al-Khuza'I (d. 
228/842) was to first to collect ahddith in the form of a musnad. At 
first he lived in Iraq and Hijaz, but then he settled in Egypt. His 
words quoted here were mentioned in Al-Lalka% Shark Usui 
I'tiqdd Ahl as-Sunnah, ed. by Dr. Ahmad Sa'd Haddan (Riyadh: 
Dar At-Tayyibah; henceforth referred to as Al-Lalka'I, Shark as- 
Sunnah), under hadlth 936. 

AL-QABISI: Xbu Al-Hassan 'All Ibn Khalaf Al-QabisI (d. 
403/1012) was a MalikI jurist and a scholar of hadlth. 



Commentary on the Creed of At- Tahawi 5 1 5 



QADI 'AYAD: QadI Abu Al-Fadl 'Ayad Ibn Musa (476/1083- 
544/1149) was a scholar of hadlth and a man of letters, born in 
Sibtah in Spain and died of poisoning in Morocco. Among his 
works the most famous is his work on the life of the Prophet, Ash- 
Shifd 'fi Ta 'rifHuquq Al-Mustafd. 

QATADAH: Abu Al-Khattab Qatadah Ibn D'amah (d. 1 1 8/736), a 
man of extraordinary memory, was the most distinguished narrator 
of hadlth in Basrah. 

QUDAMAH: Abu 'Amr Qudamah Ibn Maz'un Ibn Wahb (d. 
36/656), a cousin of 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab and one of the earliest 
Muslims, migrated to Abyssinia along with his brothers, 'Uthman 
and 'Abdullah Ibn Maz'un. He participated in all the battles 
beginning with Badr. 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab appointed him 
governor of Bahrain. The incident mentioned here is reported by 
'Abdur-Razzaq As-San'anI, Al-Musannaf, 17076, as well as by Ibn 
Abl Shaybah, Al-Musannaf 9:546. 

AL-QURTUBl: Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn Abl 
Bakr Al-Ansari Al-Qurtubl (d. 671/1272), the great commentator of 
the Qur'an, was born in Cordova, Spain. Besides his Qur'anic 
commentary, Al-JamVUAhkam al-Quran, which became very 
popular, he also compiled Al-Asnd * fi Sharh Asmd ' Allah al-Husna, 
and At-Tadhkirah fi Ahwal al-Mawta wa Umur al-Akhirah. The 
words that follow occur in vol. 1, pp. 302-304 of the Tadhkirah 
(Ahmad HijazI As-Saqqa, ed., Beirut: Al-Maktabah Al-Tlmlyyah, 
1402/1982). 

AL-QUSHAYRI: 'Abdul-Karlm Ibn Hawazin Al-Qushayri (d. 
465/1072), a disciple of Abu 'All Ad-Daqqaq (d. 405/1014) in 
Sufism, is famous for his Ar-Risalah, which is the most authentic 
and comprehensive introduction to Sufi practices, experiences and 
concepts as developed by the early Sufis. He also had a commentary 
on the Qur'an, Lataij al-Ishdrat, and other books. 
RABI'AH: AbO 'Uthman Rabfah Ibn Abl 'Abdur-Rahman 
Farrukh (d. 136/753), commonly called Rabl'ah Ar-Ra'Iy because 
of his use of personal judgement in law, was a reliable transmitter of 
hadlth. Imam Malik, who was his student in jurisprudence, said at 
his death, "Thus has passed away the real taste of fiqh." [Adh- 
Dhahabl, Siyar A'lam an-Nubala f . vol. 6, p. 89. 
AR-RAZI: Fakhr ad-Din Muhammad Ibn 'Umar Ibn Al-Hussayn 
Ar-RazI (544/1149) was a great Ash'ari theologian, philsopher, 
writer of a great commentary on the Qur'an (Mafdtih al-Ghayb, 
commonly known as At-Tafsir al-Kablr), a Shafi'I jurist and legal 
theorist. Besides the Tafsir, his writings include many books, such 
as Sharh Isharat Ibn Sina, Al-Matalib al- Aliyyah in philosophy, 
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Al-Arbaln and Ma 'dlim Usui ad-Din in theology, and Al-Mahsul in 
legal theory. 

AR-RUZBARI: Abu 'All Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn Al-Qasim 
Ar-Ruzbari (d. 322/934) was a noted Sufi mentioned by Al- 
Qushayri in his Risdlah. He was born in Baghdad, learned 
tasawwiif from Junayd and An-Nuri, and settled in Egypt where he 
died. 

AS-SABUNI: Abu 'Uthman Isma'Il Ibn 'Abdur-Rahman As- 
Sabuni (373/983-449/1057), a leading scholar of hadlth in 
Khurasan, was equally versed in Arabic and Persian. He died at 
Nishapur. Among his works, the most famous is 'Aqidat as-Salaf 
wa Ashdb al-Hadlth. 

AS-SAHRUWARDI: Sheikh Shihab ad-Din Abu Hafs 'Umar 
Ibn Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amwayh (539/1144-632/1234) 
was the founder of the SuhrawardI order of Sufis. He was the chief 
Sufi saint (shaykh ash-shuyukh) in Baghdad in his time. His 
preceptor in suluk was his uncle, Abu Najlb As-Suhrawardi (d. 
563/1168). His most famous work was 'Awdrif al-Madrif a very 
popular work among mainstream Sufis. 

SA'ID IBN AL-MUSAYYIB:' Abu Muhammad Sa'Id Ibn Al- 
Musayyib (13/634-94/713) was a great scholar of the Qur'an and 
hadlth and one of the seven renowned jurists of Madinah. He is 
hailed as the Leader of the Successors (Sayyid at-Tabf In). He was 
an authority on the judgements of 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, and was 
known forpiety and simple living. He died in Madinah. 
ASH-SHAFPl: Muhammad Ibn Idris Ibn Al-'Abbas Ash-Shafi'I 
(150/767-204/819), the founder of the Shafi 4 ! school of fiqh, was 
bom in Syria, brought up and educated in Makkah, studied fiqh 
with Imam Malik in Madinah and with Imam Muhammad Ash- 
Shaybanl in Iraq, and settled in Egypt in 199/814, where he 
developed his own school of fiqh. His Risdlah, which enunciates 
the basic principles of his jurisprudence, underlines the importance 
of hadlth in fiqh, while Al-Umm enshrines his fiqh in detail. (See 
Al-Zarkall, Al- Aldm, vol. 6, p. 26. 

ASH-SHAHRISTANI: Abu Al-Fath Muhammad Ibn 'Abdul- 
Karim Ibn Ahmad Ash-Shahristani, a famous historian of theology, 
was himself a distinguished theologian and philosopher. He was 
bom in Sharistan, a place between Nishapur and Khawarizm, in 
467/1074. He went to Baghdad in 510/1116 and stayed there for 
three years. He then returned to his own city where he died in 
548/1 153. He two most famous works are Al-Milal wa an-Nihal, in 
history of theology, and Nihdyat al-Iqddm ft 'Ilm al-Kaldm, in 
theology. 
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SHARlK: Abu 'Abdullah Sharik Ibn 'Abdullah An-Nakha'I (d. 
177/793) was a narrator of hadlth and a jurist who was appointed 
judge in Kufah by the Abbasid ruler, Al-Mansur. Sharik was 
vehemently opposed to innovations; on the other hand, he was lax in 
narrating hadlth. That is why some scholars of hadlth were not 
prepared to accept ahadlth which are not reported by anyone other 
than him. See Adh-Dhahabi, As-Siyar, 8:37. 
ASH-SHIBLI: Abu Bakr Ibn Jahdar Ash-Shibll (247/861- 
334/946), a disciple of Junayd, was the leading Sufi of his time in 
Baghdad. In the early part of his career he was extremely emotional 
and ecstatic. His shathat and deificatory words, some of which As- 
Sarraj has explained (Al-Luma, ed. 'Abdul-Halim Mahmud, and 
Taha 'Abdul-BaqI Surur, Cairo: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Hadlthah, 
1380/1960, pp. 478-81), come from this period; in practice, 
however, he observed the Shari'ah except on some occasions when 
he was deeply intoxicated. Later on, he became sober and proved to 
be a great Sufi sheikh. 

SHU'BAH: Shu'bah Ibn Al-Hajjaj Ibn Al-Warad Al-'AntakI 
(82/701-160/776) was an outstanding scholar of hadlth in Basrah. 
He was one of the founders of the science of jar h wa ta'dll. He 
wrote a book called Gharaib ft al-Hadlth. See Al-Zarkali, Al- 
A'lam, 3:242. 

SUFYAN ATH-THAWRI: Abu 'Abdullah Sufyan Ibn Masruq 
Ath-Thawrl (97/716-161/778) was called the Leader of the Believers 
in hadlth. He was bom and brought up in Kufah. He refused to 
accept the post of judge offered by Mansur. He left Kufah in 
144/761 and lived in Makkah and Madinah. Among his books are 
two collections of hadlth, one large and one small. 
SUFYAN IBN * 'UYANAH: Abu Muhammad Sufyan Ibn 
'Uyanah Ibn Maymun (107/725-198/814) was bom in Kufah but 
settled in Makkah where he died. A well-known transmitter of 
hadlth, he left a collection, Al-Jami\ and a book on tafslr (Al- 
Zarkai\i 9 Al-A lam, 3:159). 

AT-TABARI: Abu Ja'far Muhammad Ibn Jarir At-Tabari 
(224/839-3 10/923), a great historian, an eminent jurist of the rank of 
mujtahid, and an outstanding commentator on the Qur'an, was born 
in Tabaristan and settled in Baghdad, where he died. His 
commentary, Jami ' al-Bayan fi Tafslr al-Qur an, is the greatest 
commentary available to us that is based on the tradition of the 
Elders. No less outstanding is his work of history, Tarlkh al-Umam 
wa al-Muluk. He is also the author of Tahdhlb al-Athar, Ikhtilafal- 
Fuqahd ' and Adah al-Qudat. 
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AT-TAYALISI: Abu Dawud Sulayman Ibn Dawud Ibn Al-Jarud 
At-TayalisI (d. 203/818), a renowned scholar of hadlth, the author 
of a musndd and other works, hailed from Basrah. 
AT-TUSTARI: Abu Muhammad Sahl Ibn* 'Abdullah At-Tustari 
(d. 283/897) was from Tustar in the Persian province of 
Khawzistan, where he taught Islamic sciences and instructed others 
in Sufism before he went to Basrah and settled there. He was 
known for his abstinence, renunciation, fasting throughout the year, 
and miracles. Walter De Gruyter has studied his commentary on the 
Qur'an in The Mystic Vision of Existence in Classical Islam (Berlin 
and New York: 1980). 

UMM SALAMAH: Umm al-Mu'minln Umm Salamah Hind bint 
Abl Umayyah Ibn Al-Mughlrah was one of the earliest Muslims. 
She migrated to Abyssinia along with her husband, Abu Salamah, 
where the latter died. She was later married to the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him), whom she joined in Madinah in 4 A.H. 
She died in 59 A.H. 

'UMAR IBN Al-KHATTAB: 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (?/583- 
24/644) was the greatest Companion of the Prophet (peace be on 
him) after Abu Bakr. He succeeded the latter as caliph, defeated the 
Persian and Roman empires, extended the rule of Islam from Iran to 
Egypt, and carved out the institutions of the new government and 
society. He is known for his profound knowledge of the Qur'an and 
hadlth, and for creative insight into fiqh. 

AL-UMAWl: Yahya Ibn Sa'Id Abban Ibn Sa'Id Ibn Al-'As Al- 
Umawl was a scholar of hadlth and a reliable narrator. He died in 
Kufah in 194/810. 

UMAYYAH IBN ABI AS-SALAT: 'Abdullah Ibn Abl As-Salat 
Ibn Abl Rabfah Ath-Thaqafi was a famous poet of Ta'if. He heard 
about the Prophet (peace be upon him) but did not believe in him. It 
is narrated that when some of his poems were read to the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), he said, "His tongue believes but his heard 
denies." According to Al-AlbanI, that story is not authentic. 
(Muhammad Nasr ad-Din Al-AlbanI, Silsilat al-Ahadlth ad-Da l ifah, 
no. 1546.) See Ibn Qutaybah, Ash-Shi 'r wa ash-Shu 'ra (Ahmad 
Muhammad Shakir, ed.; Cairo: Dar Al-Ma'arif, n.d.), p. 459. 
WAHB IBN MUNABBAH: Abu 'Abdullah Wahb Ibn 
Munabbah (d. 110/782), from Sanaa, was an honest and reliable 
transmitter of hadlth. He also narrated a lot of Jewish traditions, and 
he is credited with a book on the history of the Kings of Himyar. 
AL-WARRAQ: Mahmud Ibn Hassan Al-Warraq (d. ca. 225/840) 
was a poet, mostly composing edifying poems. Ibn Abl Ad-Dunya 
quoted from him in his works and Al-Mubarrad noted some of his 
lines in his Al-KdmiL 
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WASIL IBN 'ATA': Abu Hudhayfah Wasil Ibn 'Ata' (80/699) 
was a man of letters and an orator who initiated the Mu'tazill 
movement in theology. He was born in Madinah and brought up in 
Basrah. He was in the circle of Al-Hassan Al-Basri's students, but 
on the issue of the status of one who commits a grave sin he left him 
(i'tazla 'anhu), thus giving the name of Vtizal to his movement. He 
sent his colleagues to various parts of the Abbasid caliphate - Kufah, 
Khurasan, Armenia and Morocco - to preach the ideas of the school. 
He is also credited with writing a work on the Qur'an, Ma 'an! al- 
Quran, and some on theology, Asndf al-Murji'ah> As-Sabil ild 
Ma 'rifat al-Haqq and Al-Khutabfi at-Tawhld. 
YUSUF IBN ASBAT: Yusuf Ibn Asb'at was a Sufi of the third 
century Hijri, known for his asceticism. A number of his aphorisms 
are quoted by Adh-Dhahabi (Siyar, 9:50) and Abu Nu'aym {Al- 
Hilyah, vol. 8, pp. 237 ff.) 

AZ-ZAHIDl: Abu Ar-Raja' Najm ad-Din Mukhtar Ibn Mahmud 
Ibn Muhammad Az-Zahidi (d. 658/1260) was a great Hanafi jurist 
from Ghaznin in Khawarizm. He was the author of Qunyat al- 
Munyah li Tatmim al-Bughyah. He gave this name to this work 
because he based it on the book, Munyat al-Fuqahd \ by his teacher, 
Fakhr ad-Din BadP Ibn Abl Mansur Al-Hanafi. The Qunyah has not 
been published yet. (See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zunun, pp. 1357, 
1886). 

AZ-ZAMAKHSHARI: Abu Al-Qasim Muhammad Ibn 'Umar 
Az-Zamakhshari (467/1075-5381 146), a great man of letters, a poet 
and grammarian, a staunch Mu'tazili, is famous for, more than 
anything else, his commentary on the Qur'an, Al-Kashshaf 'an 
Haqaiq wa Ghawamid at-TanziL This work is usually published 
along with the critical comments of Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Al- 
Munlr Al-Iskandarani (d. 683/1284) who refuted its Mu'tazili 
doctrines. Al-Zamakhshari was bom in Zamkhar in Khawarizm, 
went to Baghdad, and from there to Makkah where he lived many 
years. He finally returned to Khawarizm where he died. 
AZ-ZAYLA'I: Jamal ad-Din ' Abdullah Ibn Yusuf Ibn Muhammad 
Az-Zayla c I (d. 762/1360), a Hanafi jurist and usull and a scholar of 
hadlth was bom in Zayla' in Somalia and died in Cairo. His Nasb 
ar-Rayahfi Takhrlj Ahadith al-Hiddyah is a work on the ahddlth 
referred to in the famous work of Hanafi fiqh, Al-Hiddyah. 
Az-ZUHRI: Muhammad Ibn Muslim Ibn 'Ubaydullah Ibn 
'Abdullah Ibn Shihab Az-Zuhri (51/671-124/721) was a man of 
extraordinary memory and the most outstanding scholar of hadlth 
among the Successors. He is considered the "first 59 to compile the 
Sunnah. He also wrote a book on the life of the Prophet (peace be 
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upon him) that has recently been published. He was born and 
brought up in a Qurayshi family in Madinah and he later settled in 
Syria where he died. 
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